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    Racing’s past met racing’s present and future last Saturday 
night as Wall Stadium Speedway held a huge gala party that 
celebrated the 65th anniversary of the landmark paved third-
mile, high-banked oval at the New Jersey Shore. On May 26, 
1950, the all-new “Wall Stadium”, listed in Belmar, NJ, ran its 
very first stock car race under the direction of the American 
Stock Car Racing Association. Young Frankie Schneider, al-
ready one of the sport’s best, won the 25-lap feature for the 
Modifieds that night. This past Saturday at the Stadium, close 
to 65 years to the day, the grandstand at the track was again 
filled with enthusiastic fans, now representing multiple gen-
erations that have attended Wall over the six decades.  
    Although technology has evolved and there are multiple 
divisions, it still remains the very challenging “high-banks of 
Wall”, where it’s been said by numerous veteran racers, “if 
you can win at Wall, you can win anywhere. It’s a tough 
place, it makes you learn to be a racer.” 
    Yes, that’s what makes Wall Stadium unique. Wall isn’t 
alone in the country as being a long-established track -- it’s in 

that special category of 
speedways that have 
been around this long.  
What makes Wall spe-
cial is that some of the 
other raceways of 
more than 50 or 60 
years have undergone 
size and surface chang-
es that altered them 
from their first night of 
racing.  Wall is basically 
the same as it was on 
May 26, 1950 when 

Frankie Schneider bested runner-up Tommy Coates and third 
place Neal Cole to win the 25-lap main in 7 minutes, 38-4/5 
seconds. The wooden guard rails that were in place from 
1950 into the early-2000s are now steel; and there has only 
been one full repaving -- that in 1990.  Indeed, the original 

pavement, engineered by track founder Tom Nicol, was put 
in place in 1950 and lasted 
some 40 seasons!  
    Last Saturday night, with 
speeds and times so much 
quicker than 1950s, the driv-
ers and teams of today chal-
lenged the high-banks.  Ste-
ven Reed (Modified), Kevin 
Davison (Sportsman) and 
Joey Helberg (Factory Stock) 
triumphed in special 65-lap 
features to salute the anni-
versary night, while Long Islanders Kevin Nowak (Legend 
Car) and Brian  Doyle (Limited-Late Model) and versatile 
“Rocket Ronnie” Mullen of nearby Brick (Four-Cylinder stock 
car) were winners in their respective divisions. Long Island’s 
Johnny Vullo had been the winner of that Limited-Late Mod-
el main, after a close duel with Doyle, but Johnny’s No. 66 
was later disqualified for a technical violation in the post-race 

inspection.  
    While the racing of today 
was spotlighted on Saturday 
night, the lead-up to the fea-
tures focused on Wall Stadi-
um’s grand history.  
    Aforementioned Tom Nic-
ol, a successful paving com-
pany operator and contrac-
tor in the New Jersey Shore 
region, built Wall Stadium 
over the winter of 1949 and 

early spring of 1950. While Tom preferred to stay in the back-
ground for the day-to-day track operation, his wife, Jennie, 
became its manager, promoter and driving force from open-
ing night through the 1990s. With Tom’s passing in 1994, 
and Jennie’s ongoing health problems during that same 
time, their son Tucker took a strong management role and 
guided Wall Stadium’s weekly racing into the 2000s. Jennie 
passed away in September 2001, at age 86.  

Paving the frontstretch. 

Paving the entrance driveway.  

Tom Nicol’s accomplishment is still in use. 

Photo by getoutsidenj.com 



     Ultimately in 2002, Tucker and the Nicol family sold 
the Stadium to a new, multi-person ownership group 

that operated the 
track themselves for 
several years. The 
track had been closed 
in 2008, before then-
lease holder Jim Mor-
ton ran the fabled 
Turkey Derby that 
November. He also 
operated the track in 

2009 and 10. The Blewett and Ling families presented 
the Turkey Derby of 2010, after the racing season had 
ended early. Wall is now leased by the management 
team of Cliff Krause and his wife Diane.  Cliff Krause 
owned and sponsored dirt Modifieds in the 1990s and 
2000s for winning drivers such as Ralph Heotzler, Steve 
Bottcher and Rick Laubach. Some six years ago, Cliff be-
came involved with asphalt racing at Wall when then-
teenage son Andrew Krause made his race-driving debut 
there in the Sportsman division. Cliff found that he not 
only enjoyed asphalt racing, but,most-importantly, took a 
strong interest in Wall Stadium’s racing history and its 
future.  
    At that point, the stability of the track was in question 
due to constant management changes. That led to ru-
mors about the track’s sale and demise, and a decrease 
in fan attendance and race car counts.  

It led Krause to “step up” and 
sign his initial lease in 2011 to 
take over the track. His wife Di-
ane became the manager, and 
continues in that role today, 
joined by their daughter Emily 
who works with them on the 
sponsorship, marketing and race 
night entertainment side. Son 
Andrew, now a leading driver at 
Wall in both the Downs Ford 
Modified and Snap-on Tools 
Sportsman divisions, also works 
at the track, along with having a 
full-time position at Supreme 

Manufacturing and taking full responsibility of maintain-
ing both of his No. 27 race cars.  The Krause family now 
represents the future of Wall Stadium, as they are com-
mitted to its success now and in the years to come.  
    That dedication to Wall’s storied history, present-day 
racing and view of the sport there in the years ahead led 
Diane and Emily Krause to become “party planners” on a 
grand scale this past Saturday.  Since every party needs a 
cake, the one on the grandstand midway on Saturday 
was perfect for the occasion! The huge cake was in the 
form of Wall Stadium, actually high-banked and with 
race cars, designed and created by the four person Perl-
mutter family that represented the Jackson, NJ Shop-Rite 

grocery store. Led by Roxanne, they worked on the cake 
under a Shop-Rite tent, with the fans invited to watch as 
the “track” took shape. The finished product, completed 
by the time the racing started, was amazing. It seemed 
almost a shame to cut it -- but that the Perlmutter family 
did, serving cake to fans that stopped by throughout the 
rest of the night.  
Alongside, at the track 
ice cream stand, there 
was an enthusiastic 
line of fans who re-
ceived Jersey Shore 
classic root beer floats 
for just “65 cents for 65 
minutes!”  New Jersey 
101.5 FM radio broad-
casted live from the 
track.  
    Highlighting the 
night was a special ceremony to re-enact the Grand 
Opening ribbon cutting on the homestretch by the Nicol 
family on that first night of racing in 1950. Last Saturday, 
Cliff and Diane Krause were joined by Tucker Nicol, Wall 
Township mayor George Newberry and early-1950s 
New Jersey-based stock car driving great Ronnie Kohler 
to cut a large red ribbon in victory lane prior to the start 
of the features. It indeed represented the fact that the 
Krause family is focused on keeping the great tradition of 
racing at Wall Stadium alive as they “rededicated stock 
car racing at the Jersey Shore in 2015.” That was empha-
sized by Mayor Newberry, who noted just how im-
portant Wall Stadium is to the community and what it 
represents to the Shore.  Tucker Nicol echoed those 
words, thanking the fans and racers for supporting the 
track that his family founded and guided.  
    They were joined by now retired, long-time and highly
-respected Wall Stadium race director Tom O’Rorke, who 
proudly wore his official’s uniform from his time at the 
track.  Tom thanked the fans, and emotionally added 
how much it meant for him and his late wife Marion 
O’Rorke to be part of the “Wall family.”  Marion was the 
Stadium’s office manager for many years from the 1960s 
into the ‘90s.  
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Mrs. Jennie Nicol waves the ceremoni-
al first green flag. 

The sign said it all.  
Photo by weekendmagazine.com 

Diane and Cliff Krause at 
the club’s 2015 awards 

banquet  
Photo by Jim Smith 

TV cable network News12  
covered the story. 



 The color guard from the nearby U.S. Navy Weapons Sta-
tion in Earle, NJ presented our nation’s colors in victory 
lane in a stirring display appreciated by all.  Special guest 
Rev. Rusty Eidmann Hicks, of the Holmdel (NJ) Communi-
ty Church presented the invocation.  Also a special guest 
was Miss New Jersey Teen USA Jacqueline Giancola, a 
lovely young lady who enjoyed meeting the fans in the 
grandstand midway and then gave an absolutely perfect 
rendition of our National Anthem. In addition to Ms. 
Giancola’s many accomplishments, she is a classically 
trained opera singer.  It was Jacqueline’s first-ever visit to 
Wall, and she had a great time!  
    The dignitaries were brought down to the track from 
the grandstand and pit area in classic Corvettes driven by 
members of the local Corvette Express club. In the late 
afternoon and early-evening they had a display of their 
Corvettes, representing a variety of eras, on view for the 
fans in the grandstand midway.  
    The first turn side of the grandstand midway was a true 

showcase of classic 
street and race cars, as 
the Garden State Vin-
tage Stock Car Club 
(GSVSCC) had a fan-
pleasing display of 
restored race cars that 
depicted the sport at 
Wall and New Jersey 
from the 1950s into 
the 80s. The GSVSCC 
has its Hall of Fame 

Museum at Wall, which was also open throughout the 
night as it is during 
every racing event. 
Prior to the start of 
“current-day” racing, 
GSVSCC members 
Bob Barker (No. S-1 
Jackie Moschera 
tribute coach), El 
Herbert (No. 1 Ve-
ga), Jack Patterson 
(Bob Nase’s No. 3 
Pinto) and GSVSCC 
vice-president Marty Van Druten (No. 17 Jim Soucy/Gil 
Hearne “Black Bandit” big-block Modified Pinto) ran exhi-
bition laps on the oval.  
    It had been planned to have Frankie Schneider and 
1950s Wall winner Dick Davis join with Ronnie Kohler to 
meet the fans. Unfortunately, Frankie was unable to at-
tend due to a last-minute family situation that prevented 
them from bringing him to the track. Dick did attend, but 
arrived later than expected. However, he was able to be 
there for the night of racing and enjoyed being back at a 
special place in his life.  
    Dick won seven Modified features at Wall between 
1952 and 53, and was a founding father of stock car rac-

ing at the Jersey Shore. 
As president of the 
Shore Racing Club in 
the years after World 
War II, he was one of 
those whose guidance 
led to the success of 
legendary stock car race 
meets that were held in 
gravel pits near where 
Wall Stadium would 
ultimately be built. Dick 
recalled that “Tom and Jennie Nicol came to the gravel pit 
races as spectators, saw how exciting they were, and de-
cided to build their own race track for us to compete at.” 
And, Dick became one of Wall’s first stars and a fan favor-
ite. In the year  2000, he was honored with the Garden 
State Vintage Stock Car Club’s “Pioneer Award” in recog-
nition of his success in those early years.  
    Ron Kohler is well into his 80s but will tell you with en-
thusiasm that “I live like I’m still in my 20s!” His visit to Wall 
on Saturday was a wonderful experience. He’s a grand 
gentleman, who loves meeting fans and racers of yester-
day and today; and has a wealth of knowledge and great 
racing stories of his time in the sport during the 1950s.  
Ron had a stellar but short career as a top stock car driver 
-- not just locally, but also nationally. He won 22 Modified 
features in New Jersey and on eastern tracks; and ex-
celled on NASCAR’s Grand National (forerunner of the 
Cup Series) circuit of the time. There’s no doubt that had 
Ron Kohler pursued a full time career in racing, he would 
have been one of the best.  But in 1955, in his 20s, he re-
tired from racing to concentrate on business and raise his 
children that would include a son, three daughters and 
many grandchildren.  In 2006, Ron Kohler Sr. was induct-
ed into the Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club Hall of 
Fame, and was recognized as a Living Legend of Stock 
Car Racing with its Walk of Fame in Daytona Beach.  
    On Saturday, both Ron Kohler Sr. and Dick Davis were 
honored to be part of a special gathering of race teams, 
fans and track management that saluted Wall Stadium’s 
grand history and a positive view to the future that racing 
at the Jersey Shore is intact.  
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Ron Kohler & Dick Davis sign  
autographs—Ray Shea Photo 

El Herbert (01) and Bob Barker (S1)  
Jim Smith Photo 

Bob Nase (3) and Marty Van Druten (17) 
Jim Smith Photo 

Sixty-five years later,  

the checkered flag still waves. 
Photo courtesy Patch.com 



 
REMEMBERING BILL ERBE 

Thanks to Earl Krause for his contributions to this article. 

 
    Bill Erbe, a founding member of NJ’s Garden State Vin-
tage Stock Car Club (GSVSCC), passed away at age 67 on 
August 3, 2015.  
    Bill grew up in Spring Lake, NJ, a lover of the ocean 
and stock car racing. 
    Bill’s passion was researching local racing history, espe-
cially that of his favorite race team at Wall Stadium: the 
legendary purple #4 Modified sedan.  The “Purple 4” was 
fielded by Matty and Ann McMann and was driven by 
Tommie Elliott in the 1960s.  Another favorite was the  
XL-1 of Don House and Al Gehrum, a Modified in which 
Tommie Elliott also had great success.  
    Bill’s interest in racing history led him to join with Ray 
Shea and Bruce Roslin, Sr. as “founding fathers” of the 
now long-established Garden State Vintage Stock Car 
Club.  In fact, the first meeting of what would become 
the club was held in Bill’s backyard in the summer of 
1991.  Many drivers of the 1950s and 1960s attended, as 
well as other interested folks.   
    Bill became the club’s first Vice-President and served in 
that role for many years.  He remained a valued member 
of the Trustees.  He also regularly joined Earl Krause on 
the Wall Stadium microphone to narrate the club’s on-
track exhibitions.   
    Bill enjoyed going to vintage meets with Al Gehrum 
and the replica XL-1 on the “crew”. 
    Bill was a retired US Customs Service agent.  He is sur-
vived by his mother Evelyn; siblings Paul, Brian and  
Susan; ex-wife Evalina and their children David, Matthew 
and Amelia. 
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“GEN 2” TRIBUTE NIGHT 
It was a hot one at Wall Stadium, and we don't just 
mean the weather! The GSVSCC held a special exhibi-
tion on July 18. Participation was limited to cars with 
bodies dating from 1966 to 1980 - the second genera-
tion of production car styles (Mustang, Pinto, Gremlin, 
Falcon, Vega, etc.). Thanks to our members who dis-
played their cars for the fans in the stands and on-
track during the parade laps. Photos courtesy Jim Hall 
and Jim Smith. 

Bill and Ray Shea at the 
club’s 2014 awards  
banquet.  
Photo by Jim Smith 

Bill (right) with Al Geh-
rum and Wally Dallen-
bach, Sr. in the XL-1. 
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MAY 20, 2015 
 

    The May meeting of the Garden State Vintage Stock 
Car Club was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by President 
Ray Shea.  Twenty-one members were in attendance. 
    The invocation was given by Bob Menschner.  Those in 
attendance wished Bob a happy birthday. 
    Best wishes go out to Ray Liss and John Stoddard 
while they are experiencing health issues. 
    Congratulations to club member Tom Holding on win-
ning his first-ever feature race!  Tom is running at Bridge-
port in the rookie crate Sportsman class. 
    Ray Shea announced that membership dues are due 
on June 1.  Renewal forms are available tonight, and also 
will be sent out in the next newsletter. 
    The Patterson Farms car show was held on May 3.  It 
was a great day.  The club had five cars at this event. 
    UPCOMING EVENTS:  The club will be at Wall Stadium 
on May 30 to celebrate the track’s 65th anniversary.  
Frankie Schneider, Ron Kohler and Dick Davis will attend. 
    The RJC Charities’ car show is set for June 7.  This is a 
great show; well-organized and is for a good cause.  Club 
members are urged to attend. 
    Wall Stadium will be a good place to be on June 20 for 
their tribute of former Garden State Classic winners. 
    On July 18 the club will host a show at Wall Stadium.  
This show will display the “second generation” of stock 
cars and will consist of cars with stock body styles from 
the mid-1960s to 1980 (Pintos, Vegas, Gremlins, Mus-
tangs, etc.).  Coupes and sedans will not be displayed. 
    Welcome to new member Steve Voorhees.  Steve’s fa-
ther Al is also a club member. 
    The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Secretary John Malsbury 

A GOOD CAUSE 
Several of the club’s cars appeared at RJC Charities Fund-
raiser Car Show on June 7 in Sayreville, NJ.  This event is 
hosted by the Caramella family, including club members 
Bob and Rich Caramella.  Money was raised to benefit 
Jaclyn Squillace Olsen, a new mom with cancer, and the 
Monmouth Titans Special Needs Basketball Team. 

Bob and Rich Caramella 
with their vintage car. 

Dave Deerson won an 
award for Best Stock Car. 

Nick Piscitelli’s 1953 
Mercury convertible is 
“boss”! 

OLD BRIDGE SPEEDWAY REUNION 

 
October 4, 2015 

Thomas Warne Museum  

Matawan 

On the Web? 
Look us up: www.gsvscc.org 

On Facebook? 
Find us: www.facebook.com 

Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club 

ALL SMILES—Former track champions on hand for the Garden State 
Classic at Wall Stadium: L-R back row: Dan McLaughlin, Jr., Jerry Cran-

mer, Tom Mauser, Robert Schlectweg, Mike Carpenter, Bob Rossell, 
John Blewett, Jr., Gil Hearne, Dottie Severage, and Don Haupt; front 
row:  Kevin Flockhart, Anthony Sesely, Jimmy Blewett, Trevor  
Alspach, Steven Reed, Chas Okerson, Tony Siscone. 
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DATE 

ARRIVAL 
TIME LOCATION EVENT 

August 22 4:00 p.m. Bridgeport Regular Show 

September 12 4:00 p.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

September 13 8:00 a.m. Ken Brenn Show Car Show 

October 18 9:00 a.m. Patterson Farms Car Show Wounded Warrior Project Fundraiser 

October 24 TBA Wall Stadium Regular Show 

November 7 7:00 a.m. Fleming’s Pumpkin Run Car Show 

November 14 4:00 p.m. Bridgeport Regular Show 

November 27 9:00 a.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

  

Events listed in BOLD are static display events 

GSVSCC 2015 SCHEDULE 

WEISSGLASS SPEEDWAY REUNION 
 
    On June 14, 2015, folks traveled to Staten Island to pay homage to Weissglass Speedway.  Weissglass was a 
1/5 mile asphalt track located in Port Richmond, NY which operated from 1952 to 1972.   
    George LeBlanc, Weissglass competitor and race car lettering artist, started the Weissglass Speedway Museum 
in 1972 at his home on Staten Island.  George has been hosting Weissglass Speedway Reunions for a number of 
years now.  A bunch of GSVSCC members made the trip this year.  Here are some photos from this year's reun-
ion. Thanks to Jim Hall and Bob Barker for the pics. If you are interested in learning more about Weissglass 
Speedway, follow this link to George LeBlanc's website:  Weissglass Speedway Museum. 

http://www.weissglassspeedway.com/
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Bob Nase and Jack 
Patterson’s #3 

Bob Barker’s #S1 and Bill 

Barker’s #6. 

Frank Garafola’s 0 

    This year's Classic was originally scheduled for June 20 
but was rained out.  On July 11, however, the weather was 
fine for racing.   
     Wall Stadium's Krause family and the GSVSCC teamed up 
to welcome previous Classic winners with a reunion.  Six-
teen previous Garden State Classic winners were on hand, 
as well as family members of deceased winners Joe Kelly 
and Joe Severage.   
     Fans enjoyed the autograph signing session. During in-
termission, the honorees were given rides around the track 
in convertibles and were presented with commemorative 
medallions, which were engraved with their names and the 
years of their Classic wins.   
    The following drivers attended:  Trevor Alspach (2014); 
Jimmy Blewett (2002, 2003, 2013); John Blewett, Jr. (1977); 
Mike Carpenter (1994); Jerry Cranmer (1992 and 1995); 
Kevin Flockhart (2007); Gil Hearne (1971, 1978, 1980, and 
1990); Tom Mauser (1987, 1997 and 2000); Dan McLaugh-
lin, Jr. (1993); Chas Okerson (2012); Steven Reed (2009); 
Bob Rossell (1968 and 1976); Robert Schlectweg (2001); 
Anthony Sesely (2011); and Tony Siscone (1982, 1984, 
1989, and 1991).  Family members of three deceased cham-
pions were also on hand:  John Blewett, Jr. and Jimmy 
Blewett accepted the medallion for John Blewett III (2003, 
2004, and 2006); Don Haupt and sister Sue Taylor repre-
sented their dad Dave Haupt, better known as Joe Kelly 
(1964); and Dottie Severage attended on behalf of her hus-
band Joe Severage (1975). 
    Tony Siscone presented club President Ray Shea with a 
firesuit for the club's museum in memory of recently-
deceased local racing artist, fan and historian Bob Kelle-
her.  Many thanks to Tony! 
    Of course, our club cars were on display for the 
night.  Thanks to our members who brought their cars 
out.  Thanks also to Earl Krause for his contribution to this 
page. Earl is a  club Trustee and Assistant Editor and Col-
umnist for Area Auto Racing News. Photos by Ray Shea, Jim 
Smith, Linda Cooper. 

GARDEN STATE CLASSIC 

Alan Patterson’s #33 

Terry Van’s #74 

Alice Drogan’s #3x 

Al Gehrum’s XL-1 and 
Bruce Roslin’s #41 

Fans lined up for the auto-
graph session 

Tony Siscone presents a firesuit 
to Ray Shea for the  

club museum. 
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NEW EGYPT SPEEDWAY 
Thanks to Larry Houseman for the pics. 

Connie Joyner  

Stan Hawk 

Ray Liss (right) inspects 
the cars. 

Tom Sickler gets ready to go. 

GSVSCC PARTY! 

 
NOVEMBER 14, 2015 

Mill Brook Manor Condos  
Lanes Mill Road, Brick 

 
FREE ADMISSION! 

MUSIC! 
SPECIAL GUESTS!  

A “ROAST” OF A WELL-KNOWN NJ RACER! 
BRING A BLACK-AND-WHITE ITEM AND BE  

ENTERED INTO A DRAWING FOR $100! 
 

Food will be catered; BYOB refreshments   
small desserts welcome 

 
Space is limited to the first 75 guests.   

RSVP: Ray Liss at racrray@aol.com  
or (732) 581-7170. 

Dave Deerson   

New club car #130 of Tom Sickler 

Larry Houseman’s #74 

Dave Deerson fastens his  
safety belts. 

Lined up and ready to go:  (L-R) #17 Gino Murin; #130 Tom Sickler; 
#14 Dave Deerson; #7 Connie Joyner; #17 Stan Hawk 

mailto:racrray@aol.com
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PHOTO TRIVIA 

Here’s a timely subject for this issue’s Photo Trivia.  The 
McManns’ “Purple 4” was a favorite of our late club co-
founder Bill Erbe.  The driver, Tommie Elliott, is a given.  But 
who is the young fan posing for a snapshot? Hint:  he was 
signing autographs at this year’s Garden State Classic (see 
article in this issue).  The photo credit will give it away, so we’ll men-
tion it with the trivia answer. 
 
Look for the answer in our next issue, or go to our website 
www.gsvscc.org if you can’t wait that long. 
 
If you have a photo you’d like to share, send it to  
Linda Cooper via e-mail at: lrtd07@aol.com or by mail to:  
7 Thompson Street, West Long Branch, NJ  07764. Prints 
will be returned promptly. 

Be sure to provide the pertinent facts!  

PHOTO TRIVIA ANSWER 
from the Spring, 2015 issue 

Speaking of “Gen 2”, here’s a photo of the old and the 
new in May of 1967. Can you name the track, the drivers 
and the make of the “new” body style car? 
 
The track is Wall Stadium.  The competitors in this shot are 
(L-R): the #9 Comet of George Tet; the #57 coupe of Joe 
Severage; the R-2 coupe of Jerry Allen and the #89 coupe 
of Don Stives.   

WELCOME NEW CLUB MEMBERS 
Ron Matthews from Sea Girt, NJ 

Steve Voorhees from Manahawkin, NJ 

CONDOLENCES 
member Don Bruno on the passing of his sister;  
family and friends of Tommy Green, NJ racer 

in the 1960s and ‘70s;  
member Howard “Stubby” Stevens, who was 

95 years young. 

Stubby Stevens takes the checkered flag at Ft. Dix 
Speedway. Photo courtesy 3widespicturevault.com 


