
 

BRETT HEARN’S INCREDIBLE MARCH TO  
900 CAREER FEATURE EVENT WINS 
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    This story of desire, determination and dedication, 
plus preparation and perseverance, began in 1975 
when teenage Brett Hearn first strapped into his  

father Gordon’s Sportsman division 
race car at Middletown, NY’s  
Orange County Fair Speedway.  
Success was not immediate - that 
would wait until June 15, 1976 at 
Orange County - his first Sportsman 
victory. 
    Perhaps that win generated a 
spark, and that spark ignited a fire, 

because by season end, Hearn had won a dozen rac-
es – six each at Orange County and Nazareth Speed-
way.  The following year, 1977, still racing in the 
Sportsman ranks, the Kinnelon, NJ racer took home 
20 winners’ trophies and the point championships at 
both Orange County and Nazareth.  And for the first 
time he ventured to a new track.  On July 4, 1977, 
Hearn won a 50-lap special race, his first extra-
distance victory, at PA’s Mok-A-Tek Speedway. 
    Not yet 20, but with 32 Sportsman victories and a 
pair of track titles already recorded, Hearn  
announced he wanted to move up to the Modified 

division. Armed 
with $3,000 (his 
share from the 
sale of the fami-
ly Sportsman), 
and a “lease” 
arrangement for 
a big block en-
gine from Pete 
Van Iderstine 
(his employer at 
the time), in 

1978 Hearn entered the realm of 
Modified racing. 
    This was the era of fierce com-
petition at Orange County and 
Nazareth:  racing against Billy  
Osmun, Gary Balough, Buzzie 
Reutimann, Bobby Bottcher, Kev-
in Collins, Frankie Schnieder and  
others of that ilk, Hearn man-
aged two victories.  He won at 
Orange County in only his third 
Modified race on The Hard Clay and scored his first 
Nazareth Modified victory less than a month later.  As 

a sign of things to 
come at Orange  
County, the rookie 
Modified driver finished 
third in season-long 
points behind champi-
on Osmun and runner-
up Reutimann. 
    Folks in all sports like 
to talk about breakout 
years…seasons when 

young competitors begin their charge towards star-
dom.  For Brett Hearn, it was 1979.  That year, Hearn 
won nine races – three at Nazareth and five at  
Orange County – and his 
first of 15 Modified point 
titles on the Middletown 
oval.  More significantly, 
3 of the sophomore big 
block driver’s victories 
were in extra distance 
races.   

GSVSCC meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday from January through November, 7:30 p.m. at the  
West Long Branch Firehouse,  Rt. 71 (Monmouth Road) and Cedar Ave. West Long Branch, NJ.    

For directions call 732-330-8349 or go to www.gsvscc.org. 
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1978— Bob Zellers Photo 

1978—First Modified win at Orange 
County Photo by  Bob Perran 
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    Hearn won a 79-lap early season romp at Nazareth, a Septem-
ber 100-lap affair at Orange County, then capped the season 
with the first of his 11 wins in the Eastern States 200.  “When I 
won Eastern States in ’79 against guys like (Billy) Osmun, Buzzie 
(Reutimann), Bobby Bottcher – guys I looked up to all my life – 
that’s when I first realized I could do this,” recalled Hearn in a 
long-ago interview.  “Up to then, racing was more fun than  
anything else.  After winning Eastern States, it took on a whole 
new meaning.” 
    And so it did.  The wins.  The championships.  The recognition.  
As of Saturday, August 5, 2017 Hearn’s documented racing rec-
ord includes 901 race victories – 896 in feature races and 5 in All-
Star races.  All but two of the 901 wins have been in Northeast-type Modifieds/Small Block Modifieds/
Sportsman cars.  Hearn has two URC Sprint Car trophies to round out his career victory totals.  Modi-

fied wins stand at 560, Small Block Modified/Sportsman – 339.  
Extra distance wins (50 laps or longer) at present are 358, or 
39.7% of his total victories.  He has registered wins at 49 differ-
ent tracks in eleven states and two Canadian provinces.   
    Hearn has won more than 100 races at three speedways:  
303 at Orange County (174 Modified, 127 Small Block Modified/
Sportsman, 2 URC Sprint Car); 131 at Albany-Saratoga Speed-
way (Modified/Small Block Modified); 116 at Lebanon Valley 
Speedway (101 Modified, 15 Small Block Modified). 
    Wins often translate into 
championships.  Through 
2016, Hearn has amassed 90 

track and series titles.  Track championships include 23 at Orange 
County (15 Modified, 8 Small Block Modified/Sportsman); 13 at 
Lebanon Valley (11 Modified, 2 Small Block Modified); 7 at Albany-
Saratoga (Modified/Small Block Modified); 2 at New Venture 
(Utica-Rome) Speedway (1986 Modified and Small Block Modi-
fied); 2 at Rolling Wheels Raceway (1991 and 1998 Modified);  
Accord Speedway (2011 Modified); and Nazareth Speedway 
(1977 Sportsman). 
    Of Hearn’s 41 series titles, 36 are DIRT Motorsports or DIRTcar 
categories, highlighted by eight overall DIRT/DIRTcar Modified 
championships.  He also won the former Tri-Track Series in 1982, 
the Twin-Track Series in 1989, the Canadian-American Challenge in 1982 and 1988, and the Fonda 
Speedway Go Green NMX Thunder Series in 2008. 

    Throughout his long career, Hearn has had a knack for 
winning races that draw a great deal of attention.  His six 
Super DIRT Week Modified wins, all the Eastern States  
victories, are prime examples.  But so are new events.  In 
1990, when DIRT experimented with an asphalt series, 
Hearn won the fledgling series’ first race at Pennsylvania 
International (Nazareth) Speedway with then-track owner 
Roger Penske looking on.  In 2001, when DIRT first ven-
tured to The Dirt Track @ Charlotte Motor Speedway, 
Hearn and Steve Paine split a win and a second place in a 
pair of 50-lap features.  And in 2002, when DIRT expanded 
its traveling series to Eldora Speedway in Ohio, Hearn 
again won an inaugural event. 

1984—First Syracuse Win 
Photo credit: Lee Greenwalt Photo 

1985  
Photo credit: www.bretthearn.com 

2001— Cornwall Motor Speedway, Ontario, 

Canada  www.rickattheraces.net Photo 

Chili Bowl Nationals—Tulsa, OK 
www.motorsport.com Photo 
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    Former longtime Hearn crewman, tire expert Jay 
Castimore, says that the reason Hearn has been so  
successful is that he is totally committed to the sport. 
“Everybody who races works hard,” Castimore told me 
years back, “but Brett out-thinks most everyone.  He’s 
ahead of the curve in almost every area.  It doesn’t  
matter whether it’s sponsorship, race strategy, or  
getting ready for Super DIRT Week, Brett’s dedication 
to the task is always there.  Working for Brett isn’t easy 
because he expects you to be as dedicated as he is.  
And if you’re not ready to put in a total effort, this isn’t 
the place for you.” 
    I concur.  Over the years I’ve interviewed dozens of 
drivers. What sets Brett Hearn apart from most is his 

confidence in his own ability.  Hearn actually expects to 
win every race he enters.  Many drivers dance around 
the subject:  “I may win if I’m lucky”; “I don’t have too 
much of a chance today”; “If the car holds together, I 
may have a shot”; “I’d just like to get a top 10 finish”.  
Not Hearn.  He has confidence in his equipment, and 
supreme confidence in himself. 
    “I’d like to say we win because we prepare ourselves 
to win”, he’s told countless interviewers.  In fact, 
Hearn’s cars are always meticulously prepared and his 
crew(s) equally ready for almost any trackside  
emergency.  

Once in Canada, a rear torsion bar failed at the start 
of a 100-lap race.  Directing his crew through their 
two-way radio sets, Hearn pitted several times.  
Without losing a lap, the crew unhooked the torsion 
bar and replaced it with a suitable coil-over shock 
absorber combination.  Hearn then went on to a  
top-three finish in the race. 
    But if there have been any changes in Hearn over 
the course of his 43-year racing career, they have 
been philosophical.  “I’ve trained myself not to get 
too up when we win, and not to let losses get me 
too down.  I’ve won a lot of races, but I’ve lost a lot 
more.  If you let that get to you, it will eventually 

have a negative effect on your performance”, he has 
said.  There are some exceptions.  I’ll name two:  when 
Hearn won the DIRT inaugural foray to Eldora  
Speedway in September 2002, coming from the back 
of the field with only half of the race remaining, he 
was as excited, as pumped-up, as I have ever seen 
him.  That was until last Friday night at Albany-
Saratoga Speedway with win #900! 

900!  Albany-Saratoga Speedway August 4, 2017 
Photo credit:  Dave Dalesandro 

Photo credit:  Rick Ibsen 

2015 Super Dirt Week at NY State Fairgrounds, Syracuse 
www.apexautomag.com Photo 

Knoxville Nationals USAC Race 
www.bretthearn.com Photo 
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ON DISPLAY 
Club car owners have been putting some mileage on the 
haulers to keep up with our busy schedule.  Check out 
these photos from club appearances at New Egypt 
Speedway, Bridgeport Speedway, and Wall Stadium.  
THANKS to all our car owners who support the club by 
bringing their cars out for display throughout the season. 

Bridgeport 
Speedway 

Photos by 
Robyn Clickner 
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New Egypt 
Speedway 

Photos by 
Robyn Clickner 
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Wall Stadium 
Photos by 

Linda Cooper 

CONDOLENCES 
to Kevin Eyres and family on the passing of his 

father, Bill. 

GET WELL WISHES 
Bob Caramella—Bill Moffat 
Harriet Hawk— Paul Hayes 

Bob Nase—Terry Van 

NEW MEMBER 
Wayne Roth from  
Pemberton, NJ 

Al “Peanuts” Wardell was a 
member of the Lakewood 
Racing Club, which raced in 
the Hope Chapel Bowl gravel 
pits.  THANKS to his son, Tom 
Wardell, for donating his 
dad’s jacket to the club.  A 
display case is being made 
for it to be shown in the 
club’s Museum. 

For many race fans, 
the name of the 
owner/driver of this 
outfit needs no intro-
duction.  Bruce “Pee 
Wee” Griffin passed 
away in Miami Lakes, 
FL on August 9 at 
age 80.  A Florida 
native, Pee Wee 
came North in the 
1960s looking to win 
the big purses.  His 
natural talent won 
him races at Orange 
County (NY) Speedway, Nazareth (PA) Speedway, NJ’s 
Bridgeport, Flemington, Ft. Dix, Old Bridge, and Vineland 
Speedways.  He also ran at Wall Stadium.  His greatest  
success was at East Windsor (NJ) Speedway, where he  
enjoyed his last victory on July 2, 1972 (7-2-72).  He raced 
in the All Star League of Modified Racing, at Daytona (FL), 
Trenton  (NJ) and Pocono (PA) Speedways.  Pee Wee’s 
hard-charging style brought much controversy and many 
wins.  His racing exploits became legendary.   
 

Thanks to Earl Krause for contributing to this article. 



 MAY 17, 2017 
    The May meeting of the Garden State Vintage Stock Car 
Club was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by President Ray 
Shea.  Twenty-eight members were in attendance. 
    Once again, the evening’s invocation was performed 
by Bob Menschner. 
    A moment of silence was observed for the passing of 
some members of our racing family.  Joe Kafka, driver of 
the #76 and the 1984 Wall Stadium Street Stock champi-
on; Jim Bauma, who fielded the blue and gold #11 cars 
which were driven by Jerry Cranmer and Dan McLaugh-
lin, Jr., and also assisted with sponsorship in the early days 
of Ray Evernham’s racing career; Tony (Farmer) Cranmer, 
who drove the #25 car in the 1960s and 1970s; JoAnn 
Stoddard, wife of the late club member John Stoddard.   
    The club welcomed back member Ray Liss, who suf-
fered a stroke and is recovering very well.  Best wishes to 
George Klein who is having health issues.  George is the 
club’s flagger at many of our on-track events. 
    Mary Van Druten reported on the club’s first Friday 
Night Track Time event at Wall Stadium.  Unfortunately, 
we had only three cars on the track for this event.  More 
cars will be needed to make this event possible in the fu-
ture. 
UPCOMING EVENTS: May 20 – Wall Stadium; June 3 – 
Bridgeport Speedway; June 4 – RJC Charities’ fundraiser 
car show in Sayreville; June 10 – New Egypt Speedway. 
    Ray Shea noted that it’s imperative that car owners go 
over the mechanics and safety aspects of their cars so we 
may have a safe and successful season. 
    Thanks to Patterson Greenhouses for once again hav-
ing Family Fun Day fundraiser and car show.  This is al-
ways a nice event.  It’s good to see club cars and mem-
bers attending. 
    After the business portion of the meeting concluded, 
those in attendance were treated to an enjoyable inter-
view with Ken Brenn, Sr. 
    I would like to thank the club for allowing me the hon-
or of handling the flags on the Starter’s Stand at the Fri-
day Night Track Time event.  Jim Hall and I had a great 
time out there.  It is a view only a few get to see 
(remembering Pete LaVance).   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John Malsbury, Secretary 
 

JUNE 20, 2017 
    The June meeting of the Garden State Vintage Stock 
Car Club was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by President Ray 
Shea.  Twenty-six members were in attendance. 
    Once again, the evening’s invocation was performed 
by Bob Menschner of Racing with Jesus Ministries. 
    Best wishes to Bill Mauser, who is under the weather.  
Bill was the car owner for the Modified dirt #3x driven by 
Lee Taylor.  Later, Tommy Mauser ran the same number 
as well. 
    Earl Krause informed the membership that Mario 
“Speedy” Tomaino passed away.  Speedy was the father of 
local racer Jamie Tomaino and supported Jamie through-
out his racing career. 

    Ray Liss noted that the always-great event known as 
the Pumpkin Run, held in South Jersey, has been can-
celled. 
UPCOMING EVENTS: June 24 – Wall Stadium;  
July 15 – Bridgeport Speedway; July 22 – Wall Stadium; 
July 29 – New Egypt Speedway. 
    Ray Shea noted that preparations are being made for 
the Hall of Fame Night at Wall Stadium on August 12.  
Folks will be able to meet and get autographs of the 
club’s Hall of Fame honorees.  This is always a great event. 
    Thanks to Linda Cooper for the outstanding work she 
has done in creating the club’s newsletter. 
    The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John Malsbury, Secretary 
 

JULY 19, 2017 
    The July meeting of the Garden State Vintage Stock Car 
Club was called to order at 7:40 p.m. by President Ray 
Shea.  Twenty-four members were in attendance. 
    Once again, the evening’s invocation was performed 
by Bob Menschner of Racing with Jesus Ministries. 
 A moment of silence was observed to recognize 
the passing of Carl “Fuzzy” Van Horn.  Carl was a racer for 
45 years in his signature yellow #71E dirt cars.  Early on, 
he also drove Tom Skinner’s #659. He also helped to build 
and promote Harmony Speedway.  Among other accom-
plishments, he was a club Hall of Fame honoree. 
    Get-well wishes go out to club members Paul Hayes 
and Harriet Hawk.  Paul is in rehab after breaking a knee-
cap. Harriet, wife of Stan Hawk, is undergoing treatment 
for breast cancer and hopes to be home soon. 
    Congratulations to Marty Van Druten on a big 50-lap 
race win with driver Elliott Wohl in the #17 Factory Stock 
division at Wall Stadium.   
    Ray Shea announced that he received a letter from Har-
ry Fleming, originator of Fleming’s Pumpkin Run car show 
event.  Harry thanked our organization for our support at 
the Pumpkin Run events and informed us that the event 
will no longer be held. 
    On a happier note, congratulations to club member 
Wayne Weaver on his Sportsman win at Bridgeport 
Speedway – on a night when club cars were on hand.  
    Ray noted that next month will mark the club’s 26th an-
niversary, and still going strong!  Thanks to all our mem-
bers who have helped to make this possible. 
    Preparations continue for the club’s Hall of Fame Night, 
scheduled for August 12 at Wall Stadium.  At this time, we 
have about 17 Hall of Fame honorees who are interested 
in appearing. 
    Marty Van Druten announced that he would like to 
have another Friday Night Track Time event at Wall Stadi-
um.  Membership support is needed.  If there is not 
enough participation, the event will be discontinued. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John Malsbury, Secretary 
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GARDEN STATE VINTAGE STOCK CAR CLUB 
2017 SCHEDULE 

DATE 

ARRIVAL 

TIME LOCATION EVENT 

September 10 8:00 a.m. Warren Twp. Car Show Car Show 

September 16 3:00 p.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

October 15 9:00 a.m. Patterson Farms Family Fun Day Car Show 

November 4 7:00 a.m. Fleming’s Pumpkin Run Car Show LOCATION CHANGE 

November 24 9:00 a.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

  

Events listed in BOLD are static display events 

HALL OF FAME NIGHT 
We had a swell time at Wall Stadium on Saturday, August 12 for Hall of Fame Night.  We honored folks who have been 
inducted into the club's Hall of Fame.  An autograph session took place as well as on-track introductions.  Attending the 
event were:  Tom Mauser, Tony Ferrante, Sr., Bob Punzi, Dave Michel, Richie Massing, Ron Kohler, John Blewett, Sr., Earl 
Krause, Bob Rossell, Ray Liss, Ace Lane, Jr., Steve Barrick, Dick Barney, Jim Smith, Charlie Kremer, Jr. and Dennis O'Rorke 
(representing his father, Tom O'Rorke).  The on-track ceremony was sponsored by Merten's Jewelers of Manasquan, NJ, 
which provided each honoree with a personalized money clip.  The club Museum was open for visitors, and club cars 
were on display as well. Thanks to Wall Stadium management and staff for a great evening. Photos by Linda Cooper 
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PHOTO TRIVIA 

    This issue’s Photo Trivia calls to mind a popular, talented 
Jersey racer who also happened to be a GSVSCC member.  
From the early 1960s to mid-1970s he raced stock cars all 
over the state, from the 1/4 mile of New Egypt/Ft. Dix 
Speedway to the big tracks of Trenton and Langhorne (PA)  
Speedways.  He raced for a variety of car owners, but this 
handsome looking devil was his own ride.  
 
Look for the answer in our next issue, or go to our website 
www.gsvscc.org if you can’t wait that long. 
 
If you have a photo you’d like to share, send it to  
Linda Cooper via e-mail at: vintageviews@gsvscc.org or by 
mail to:  7 Thompson Street, West Long Branch, NJ  07764. 
Prints will be returned promptly. 

Be sure to provide the pertinent facts!  

PHOTO TRIVIA ANSWER 
from the Summer, 2017 issue 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    This native New Englander had an illustrious career racing on 
asphalt and dirt.  He was part of the “Eastern Bandits” posse.  His 
many championships earned himself the nickname “The 
Champ”.  Note his trademark cigar.  This ad appeared in an All 
Star Stock Car Racing League program from 1971.  Who was 
he? 

    Yes, it’s Rene Charland.  Rene was born in Chicopee, 
MA on November 13, 1928 and lived in Agawam, MA.  
His extraordinary career spanned 35 years, starting with 
his first race at Riverside Park in 1949 and ending at Fon-
da Speedway in 1984. During that time it is estimated that 
he won over 700 races. He raced with ease on either dirt 
or asphalt often running alternate nights on different sur-
faces with the same car. He was mostly identified with the 
#3. 
       About 1960, Charland began to gain national promi-
nence as a member of the "Eastern Bandits."  The Bandits 
were a group of New England drivers that included Char-
land, Denny Zimmerman, Ed Flemke, and Red Foote. They 
raced at small blacktop tracks in the Virginia-Maryland 
area, as well as New York.  The Bandits devastated the 
locals, often sweeping the top five and carrying the lion’s 
share of the prize money home to New England. 
    In 1961, Charland finished fifth in the NASCAR national 
standings. 1962 became his breakthrough season. He 
won 21 features that season and handily won the NAS-
CAR title.  He repeated as NASCAR Sportsman National 
Champion in 1963, 1964 and 1965.  He probably would 
have won the 1966 title too, but for being sidelined by 
injuries and burns sustained in a near-fatal mid-season 
crash at Albany-Saratoga Speedway. Rene credits Ed 
Flemke for saving him that day. Flemke reached through 
the flames and pulled the 3-times bigger Charland from 
the burning car.  That mishap is what Rene and racing 
history called the "French Barbecue." That René could joke 
about his own near-death experience only helped to 
build his legend. 
    Charland's rebirth as a dirt tracker continued through-
out the early 1970's. His upset victory in the 1974 Leba-
non Valley 200 capped his illustrious career. 
    He was a 1996 inductee into the DIRT Motorsports Hall 
of Fame and an initial inductee into the NEAR Hall of 
Fame. 
    In all, Charland won an estimated 250 career features. 
He drove a variety of cars numbered 3, but he is also re-
membered for successful stints in the Cziepel #888, Russ 
Betz #59 and Platt brothers #99.   
    Rene Charland passed away on September 30, 2013 at 
84 years of age. 
Edited from an article on the Legends of NASCAR website: 
http://www.legendsofnascar.com/Rene_Charland.htm. 


