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Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club 

By EARL KRAUSE 
W. LONG BRANCH, NJ — With the Branches Banquet  
Center in West Long Branch the elegant setting, the Garden 
State Vintage Stock Car Club (GSVSCC) held its 28th annual 
Hall of Fame banquet on March 24, 2019. An audience of 
some 180 GSVSCC members and guests were in  
attendance. 
    Highlighting the afternoon were the Hall of Fame  
inductions of Modified drivers Newt Hartman and Ken 
Woolley; Car Owner Barney Truex Sr.; and the Grbac family 
that promoted racing and have been competitors over now 
seven decades.  Also honored with awards were: stock car 
builder and mechanic John Carpenter Sr. (Bob Thomas 
“Spirit of the Sport” Award); media member, official and  
historian Bill Yoder (Lifetime Achievement Award); and race 
driver/family crew member Bob French (Pioneer Award). 
    BARNEY TRUEX: Barney Truex Sr. was the first member of 
his dedicated racing family 
to win as a driver at Wall 
Stadium. 
    Barney started racing in 
Wall Stadium’s Sportsman 
division in the 1970s with 
his #58.  He also won at 
South Jersey’s Pleasantville 
(Atlantic City) Speedway, a 
half-mile paved oval. He 
advanced to Modifieds at 
Wall, and won six features 
there between 1983 and 1989. When not at the wheel, 
Barney fielded his red #59 Modified for top drivers Jerry 

Cranmer and Gil Hearne. 
    Barney Sr.’s son, Barney 
Truex Jr., was a three-time 
Modified winner at Wall  
between 1990 and 1992.  
Barney Sr.’s brothers are also 
Wall racers, with Martin Truex 
Sr. winning 17 Modified  
features there, and Curtis 
T r u e x  S r .  f i e l d i n g  
Modifieds as a car owner and 

mechanic for sons Curtis Jr. and Tyler Truex. 
    Nephew Martin Truex Jr. began his stock car career at 
Wall at age 18, in July 1998, running a Modified for the first 

time.  It became the springboard for his NASCAR Cup  
championship career.  He won his first Wall Modified main 
that August, and added four more through 1999, including 
the ‘99 Turkey Derby. 
Barney was unable to attend the banquet, but long-time 
team member and friend Jim Ridgeway accepted the Hall of 
Fame award on Barney’s behalf. 
    THE GRBAC FAMILY: Tom Grbac, Sr. and his wife Teresa 

(“Tessie”) were pioneer NASCAR promoters in their native 
New Jersey at Flemington 
Speedway in the early 1950s, 
and then at New Egypt (Fort 
Dix) Speedway.  Tom was also 
a NASCAR Modified car own-
er, whose mounts were driv-
en by top competitors going 
back to the 1940s. 
    After Tom’s tragic death in 
an auto accident in the mid-
1970s, wife Tessie and son 
Jimmy took over the  

successful promotion of NASCAR racing at then-paved New 
Egypt through the 1980s. 
    In the 1960s, Jimmy’s brother Tom Jr. (“Butch”) had  
become a top Modified builder and mechanic for his  
brother Mike.  Mike had a winning career as a Modified  
driver prior to his passing from injuries in a crash in 1978 at 

Reading Speedway. 
    Today, Mike’s son Chris 
Grbac proudly continues the 
family racing legacy as a  
competitor in the dirt  
Modifieds. 
    C h r i s  a n d  J i m m y  
emotionally accepted the Hall 
of Fame award on behalf of 
the family. 

GSVSCC meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday from January through November, 7:30 p.m. at the  
West Long Branch Firehouse,  Rt. 71 (Monmouth Road) and Cedar Ave. West Long Branch, NJ.    

For directions call 732-330-8349 or go to www.gsvscc.org. 
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Jim Ridgeway accepts the award 

for Barney Truex. 
Photo by Jim Smith 

Chris Grbac speaks on behalf of his 
family as Jim Grbac holds the 

award. Photo by Jim Smith 

Jim Ridgeway (L) with Gil Hearne and 
Marty Van Druten  Photo by Jim Smith 

Jim Grbac expresses the family’s  
appreciation for their award.  

Photo by Jim Smith 
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NEWT HARTMAN: First racing as an 18-year-old in 1968, Newt was soon a 

winner and champion in the tough dirt Sportsman division of the 1970s at East 
Windsor and Flemington Speedways.  He chose #24 for his car as a salute to his 
favorite driver, Will Cagle, who drove Modifieds with that number.  Hartman was 
East Windsor’s Sportsman champion in 1973, and again there and at Flemington 

in 1978 before moving into big block and small 
block Modifieds. Newt had success driving the  
Modifieds of Dom Ragno and Barry Schneck (“A”), 
Dave Graham (#57), Bucky Phillips (#93) and Mike 
Tosco (#026).  Hartman was a 48-time feature  
winner in combined Sportsman and Small Block 
Modifieds at East Windsor between 1973 and 1991 
and its Small Block champion in 1986 for both the Friday and Saturday series. Newt 
won 29 dirt Sportsman features at Flemington, which was the all-time best there in 
that division.  He also took 14 victories in the 358-Modifieds at Bridgeport  
Speedway from 1978 to 1994; triumphed on the half-mile at PA’s Nazareth  

Speedway and Grandview Speedway. In 1980, he added a big block Modified win at Flemington. 
    Hartman also had many wins in Mini-Modifieds. He drove George Unfried’s #1 to victory on pavement at  
Pocono Raceway’s inner oval, at New Egypt, and on dirt at Nazareth.  After his very active driving career  
concluded, Newt became a busy “racing dad” to sons Jeff and Jay Hartman, who have had considerable winning 
success in Micro-Sprints and SpeedSTRs. 

KEN WOOLLEY: Ken Woolley, Jr. is one of the leading drivers in pavement Modifieds at his home track of Wall 

Stadium. He also excelled at Flemington Speedway in its pavement era and on the pavement circuit in a  
career that goes back to the 1980s.  After racing his own #88, he drove cousin 
John Witkowski’s #00 coupe before getting a ride in the new #40 team of Tony 
DePonte in the 1980s.  
    Ken has 19 Modified victories on the Wall high banks. Going back to Wall’s  
big-block era, his first win there was in 1987. He also has Wall Turkey Derby titles 
from 1993 (small-block Modified) and 2002  
(big-blocks). 
    At Flemington, he won in a Modified for the 
first time in May of 1996 and added seven more 
victories in the division. His eighth triumph came 
in the 100-lap “Challenge of Champions” feature 

in October of 1999.  Ken was also in victory lane at New Egypt Speedway 
when it was a paved quarter-mile oval; and enjoyed success at Mahoning  
Valley and Mountain Speedways in PA. 
    Woolley has long been the driver for top car owners such as Dick & Robert 
Barney (#14), Aliceann McGann (#15), George Andretta (#25), Tony DePonte 
(#40) and Tim Shinn (#66). Ken’s signature style was that he treated Modifieds 
owned by others, and those of his competitors, as if they were his own... with a smooth, non-contact style  
admired by fans, officials, racers and media members.  Although not “retired”, Ken has cut back on weekly racing, 
and remains in demand as a test driver in Modifieds. He is also a mentor for young racers, not just for instructing 
them on race driving, but importantly in the manner to act off the track while representing their team and  
sponsors. 

JOHN CARPENTER: John Carpenter Sr. is this year’s Bob Thomas Award honoree.  The “Spirit of the Sport 

Award” reflects Thomas, who was a true “friend to all” in New Jersey racing, always willing to “lend a helping 
hand” to assist a fellow racer.  At age 80, John is on the crew of the #82 Factory Stock driven by grandson John 
Carpenter III at Wall Stadium.  John has spent many years in NJ racing. 
    John Carpenter first went to Wall Stadium as a fan in the 1950s. He then became involved from the pit side, 

and built and crewed on race cars from the 
1970s on. Among the mounts that he  
constructed was the purple Gremlin #82. Driver 
Butch Malsbury had great success with that car 
in the Wall Sportsman division through the 
1980s. The #82 has been restored by GSVSCC 
club members Al Voorhees, Jr., his son Steve, 
and Butch; it regularly appears at GSVSCC 
events. 

Ken Woolley with club Officers 
 Photo by Jim Smith 

Ken Woolley talks about his racing 
experiences.  Photo by Jim Smith 

John Carpenter, Sr. shares a laugh 
with Butch Malsbury  
 Photo by Jim Smith 

John Carpenter, Sr. with club Officers 
 Photo by Jim Smith 

Dom Ragno, Joe Hall and Ray Liss tell 
some tales about Newt Hartman. 

Photo by Jim Smith 

Newt Hartman is interviewed by 
Earl Krause Photo by Jim Smith 
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BILL YODER: Lifetime Achievement Award recipient Bill Yoder has been involved in  

local and national racing all his life.  Indeed, he literally grew up in the media business. 
    In the 1940s, Bill’s father Howard owned four newspapers in the Philadelphia suburbs. 
Bill worked there, learning every aspect of writing and photography.  He attended his first 
race at Langhorne Speedway.  From there, Bill began an ongoing, seven decade “life in 

racing”. Bill became a staff member with Area Auto Racing 
News. He has attended the Indianapolis 500 as a  
photographer for 60 years! 
    Bill’s pictures have been published in Illustrated  
Speedway News, National Speed Sport News and Tri-State 
Speed Press.  He is a Lifetime Member of the Indianapolis 500 Old Timers Club,  
Checkered Flag Fan Club and Long Beach Island (NJ) Historical Association.  In 1970, 
he received “The Key to Grandview Speedway” for his support of its promoters (the 
Rogers family), and the racers. One of the earliest members of the Eastern Motorsport 
Press Association (EMPA), Bill served as its Treasurer from 1980 to 2011.  He was  
presented with EMPA memorial awards named for Ace Lane, Sr. (Excellence in Racing 
Photography) and Jerry Glase (Behind the Scenes Support of EMPA). Bill is a member of 

the American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association since 1960; he was on the Board of Directors of the 
former International Racing Fan Club.  He also promoted drag racing at PA’s Hatfield Speedway! 

BOB FRENCH: Pioneer Award recipient Bob French was a fine driver in the Novice/Sportsman ranks in his #90 

coupes and sedans in the 1950s and early ‘60s.  He raced with success in that era at Wall Stadium, New Egypt  
Speedway and the half-mile paved Old Bridge Stadium. 
    Like many young racers back then, Bob put away his helmet when it came time to 
raise his family and focus on business.  He always stayed close to the sport and  
ultimately returned. 
    Bob’s son Doug began his race driving career in the family’s #90 in the Sportsman 
division at Wall in the late 1970s with Bob by his 
side. Later, when Doug fielded Quarter Midgets for 
his son Robert at the “Little Wall” Garden State Club 
track and in national events, proud grandfather Bob 
French was busy in the family shop and pit area fine 
tuning those cars and motors.  When Robert  
graduated from the Quarter Midgets, the next step 

for him, his dad and grandfather was Legend Car competition at Wall Stadium. 
This year, when Robert French debuts in the Modified division at Wall in the family 
#98, Bob French will again be joining son Doug to “turn the wrenches” for his 
grandson! 
    During the year, the GSVSCC presents on-track and static displays of restored 
stock cars. Paul Ielmini received the award for the highest participation as a car owner in 2018. Tied for second were 
the team of Al Voorhees, Jr. and Butch Malsbury; Geno Murin; Connie Joyner; Jack Patterson; and Stan Hawk. Third 
was El Herbert. 
    A special guest at the banquet was Zack Nickl. Last year, Zack was the first recipient of the GSVSCC college  
scholarship award.  Zack attends NJ’s Seton Hall University, where he is majoring in Public Relations. He was joined at 
the event by proud parents Paul and Jeanie. They are members of the media staff at Pocono Raceway during the 
NASCAR and IndyCar weekends. 
    The banquet coordinator was Pam Krause. Pam was assisted by Sue Brice and Vintage Views Newsletter editor and 
website manager Linda Cooper. GSVSCC Officers include 
Ray Shea (President), Marty Van Druten (Vice President), 
Mary Ann Hayes (Treasurer), John Malsbury (Secretary) and 
Ray Liss (Trustee). Wall and Pocono announcer and Area 
Auto Racing News writer Earl Krause was banquet Master of 
Ceremonies.  Club chaplain Bob Menschner of Racing with 
Jesus Ministries presented the invocation. Jim Smith of Area 
Auto Racing News provided the pictures. 

Bill Yoder chats with Earl Krause 
Photo by Jim Smith 

Bill Yoder accepts his award from 
Earl Krause, Ray Liss and Marty Van 

Druten  Photo by Jim Smith 

Bob French (L) with club Officers Photo 
by Jim Smith 

Bob French (C) with his grandson 
Robert (L) and son Doug (R) 

Photo by Jim Smith 

Standing, L-R: 2018 scholarship winner Zack Nickl; Ken Woolley, Jr. Newt 
Hartman; Chris Grbac; Jim Grbac;  

Seated: Bill Yoder; Bob French; John Carpenter, Sr.  Photo by Jim Smith 



 
MORE BANQUET PICS... 
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VINTAGE RACER QUIZ 
Here’s another quiz to see if you are “vintage”. 

Thanks to Bob Emmons for testing our memories! 
 

1. I saw a race at Old Bridge Stadium (10 points) _____ 
2. I saw a race at Wall Stadium when the original owner ran it (10 

points—add 15 more points if you know who the original owner was) _____ 

3. I saw a race at Pittman Speedway (12 points) _____ 
4. I saw a race at Langhorne Speedway (8 points) _____ 

5. I saw a race at Hinchliffe Stadium (10 points) ____ 
6. I saw the first Turkey Derby at Wall Stadium (10 points) _____ 

7. I went to the first Matheny School Benefit Christmas Party (15 points) _____ 
8. I know what a Modern Stock was (10 points) _____ 

9. I saw the Indy cars race at Trenton Speedway (10 points) _____ 
10. I saw a race at Pine Brook Speedway (10 points)   _____ 

 
There are a possible 120 points. If you scored anything over 50 points, you are “vintage”! 

Tim Day (L) and George Klein (R): “See you 
next year!”  Photo by Jim Smith 

Club President Ray Shea addressed the 
group.    Photo by Jim Smith 

Bob Menschner gave the invocation  
Photo by Jim Smith 

Earl Krause was once again  the Master 
of Ceremonies  Photo by Jim Smith 

2019 Club Car Owner honorees (L-R): Butch Malsbury; 
Al Voorhees, Jr.; Connie Joyner; Paul Ielmini; Robyn 

Clickner.  Photo by Jim Smith 



 
APRIL 17, 2019 

    The April meeting of the Garden State Vintage Stock Car 
Club was called to order by President Ray Shea at 7:35 p.m. 
Twenty-six members were in attendance.   
    The evening’s invocation was given by Bob Menschner. 
    Ray reported that club member Jim Bennett has been 
sick.  Thankfully, Jim is going in the right direction with his 
recovery and we wish him well. 
    Ray noted that the 2019 club awards banquet went very 
well.  Attendance at this year’s function was 170 guests.  
Earl Krause, acting a Master of Ceremonies, once again did 
a fantastic job.  All of the honorees were extremely  
receptive of their awards, as could be told in conversation 
after the completion of the award ceremonies.  Club  
members who could not attend the banquet to receive 
their awards received them at this month’s meeting.  The 
club extends its thanks to the staff at Branches for making 
the event a success. 
    Ray informed the membership that we now have a new 
insurance policy through Chubb Insurance.  Members must 
now complete a release form before being allowed to  
participate in on-track activities. 
    It was good to see Jeff Gravatt back in action,  
performing his duties at Wall Stadium after having health 
issues last winter.  
    UPCOMING EVENTS: Russ Dodge Memorial Saturday the 
27th 9:00 at Fleming’s.  Fleming’s Pumpkin Run event will 
be back!  It is scheduled for November 2.  Past Champions 
Night at Wall Stadium is slated for July 27.  This is always a 
very interesting evening and well-taken by the fans.  Club 
cars will be appearing at the following events:  New Egypt 
Speedway on April 27; Wall Stadium on May 4; Patterson 
Greenhouses’ Family Fun Day on May 5; RJC Charities 9th 
Annual Benefit Car Show at the Sayreville War Memorial 
High School on June 9 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. (rain date 
June 23). 
    Ray Liss said he is trying to organize an open wheel car 
show at the Vintage Automobile Museum in Pt. Pleasant.  
Anyone interested should contact Ray or the club for more 
information. 
    The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
John Malsbury, Secretary 
 

MAY 15, 2019 
    The May meeting of the Garden State Vintage Stock Car 
Club was called to order by President Ray Shea at 7:35 p.m. 
    The evening’s invocation was given by Bob Menschner. 
    A moment of silence was observed for Ken Brenn, Jr., 
Jeff Willet and Darren McCaughey, who recently passed 
away. 
    Get well wishes went out to Bill Morsch. 
    Ray reported that a new logo has been hung on the  
outside of the Museum.  Many thanks to Bill Force, who 
hand-painted the sign. 
    Membership dues are due on June 1. 
    We are ready to place an order for club jackets.  If you’re 
interested in ordering one, call Ray. 
    Past Champions Night will be coming up at Wall Stadium 
on July 27th.  If you are a former track champion at Wall 

and would like to attend this event, call Ray to register 
(732) 330-8349, or the speedway office at (732) 681-6400. 
    Our club cars were at New Egypt Speedway on April 27.  
The show at Wall Stadium on May 4 was rained out. Our 
show at Bridgeport Speedway on May 11 was also rained 
out. 
    UPCOMING EVENTS: A car show fundraiser to benefit 
the family of Darren McCaughey will be held at the mall in 
Flemington on May 19.  Club cars will be appearing at the 
following events:  New Egypt Speedway – May 25;  
Bridgeport Speedway – June 1; RJC Charities 9th Annual 
Benefit Car Show at the Sayreville War Memorial High 
School on June 9 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. (rain date June 
23); Wall Stadium – June 15. 

    The group welcomed new member A.J. Kitzen. 
    The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 
Ray Shea, President 
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CONDOLENCES 
Debbie Gastelu, on the loss of her father 

and 
Dotty Severage, on the loss of her sister 

Have you ever wondered what’s 
in storage? Folks are STILL  

needed to catalog the club’s  
archived items.  Contact Ray 

Shea if you can help out. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Kevin Bacik 

Steven Bacik 
A.J. and Joanne Kitzen 



 

Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club 
  

2019 Schedule  
 

Events listed in BOLD are static display events 
The Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club’s on-track events are EXHIBITION ONLY.   

We are a non-racing club. 
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DATE LOCATION EVENT 

July 6 Wall Stadium Regular Show 

July 20 Bridgeport Speedway 
5/8 mile track 

Regular Show 

July 27 New Egypt Speedway Regular Show 

August 24 Bridgeport Speedway 
5/8 mile track 

Regular Show 

September 7 New Egypt Speedway Regular Show 

September 7 Wall Stadium Regular Show 

September 8 
Warren Twp. Municipal 

Grounds 
Car Show 

September 28 Bridgeport Speedway 
5/8 mile track 

Regular Show 

October 5 New Egypt Speedway Legends Night 

October 13 
(Rain Date 10/20) 

Patterson Greenhouses, 
Freehold 

Family Fun Day Car Show 

November 2 
(Rain Date 11/9) Fleming’s, Egg Harbor Twp. Fleming’s Pumpkin Run 

November 29 Wall Stadium Turkey Derby 

It was nice to have the 2018 Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club  
Scholarship winner Zack Nickl and his parents on hand at this year’s  
banquet.  The 2019 scholarship winner will be announced soon. 

Zack pulled the winning 50/50 raffle ticket at 
this year’s banquet.  Jim Smith Photo Zack Nickl and his parents, Jeanie and Paul.  

Jim Smith Photo 
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SEEN ON THE SCENE 
The club has been busy at car shows and track shows! 

BRIDGEPORT SPEEDWAY 
Photos by Ralph Richards 

NEW EGYPT SPEEDWAY 
Photos by Robyn Clickner 

RJC Charities’ Car Show Fundraiser 
Photos by Ray Shea 
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GARDEN STATE VINTAGE STOCK CAR CLUB 

Linda Cooper—Publisher/Editor 
vintageviews@gsvscc.org   732-456-3947 

President Ray Shea - 732-330-8349  
  bigblock7s@comcast.net 
Vice President  Marty Van Druten - 732-255-2807 
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Treasurer Mary Anne Hayes-732-458-4074  
Membership  Ray Shea 732-330-8349  
  bigblock7s@comcast.net 
Event   Ray Shea 732-330-8349  
Coordinator bigblock7s@comcast.net 
   
On the Web  www.gsvscc.org  
Club E-Mail   gsvscc@comcast.net/info@gsvscc.org 

PHOTO TRIVIA 

This may not be much of a challenge for some, but here 
goes:  this periodical was a much-valued part of our sport 
until its demise. What was the name of it? Who was  
honored with having their car in the cover photo of this 
issue? 
 
Look for the answer in our next issue, or go to our website 
www.gsvscc.org if you can’t wait that long.  Sometimes the 
website answer contains more information than we have 
space for in print. 

 

PHOTO TRIVIA ANSWER 
from the Winter 2019 issue 

    Here’s an interesting combination of driver and car.  To 
say more would be giving it away, so good luck. 
 
Well, this photo turned out to be more of a mystery than 
originally thought.  Yes, this is the celebrated asphalt  
Modified driver Richie Evans in the cockpit, but obviously 
that’s not his iconic orange #61.  This car was owned by 
Bruce “Pee Wee” Griffin, himself a popular racer and  
general rascal.  If you look closely, you’ll notice that this is 
a short track car with a dry sump oil system (the tank is 
Evan’s “passenger”). Although the car has a NASCAR  
Winston Modified Tour inspection sticker, that may not be 
relevant here.  This photo has been dated October 29, 
1978, but there are seemingly no records that show 
where Evans could have raced it.  That weekend, the 
NASCAR Winston Modified Tour appeared at Martinsville 
(VA) Speedway, where Evans ran his own car.  Was this 
car raced as a Late Model at Martinsville that weekend?  
We could speculate that Evans took Griffin’s car out for 
practice, but this photo was taken at night – nobody  
practices that late in the show. 
Research turned up some photos of Griffin’s superspeed-
way car, which had a similar paint scheme. Daytona  
International Speedway held 200-lap Modifed races  
during Speedweek each year in 1979 and 1980. Griffin’s 
car competed in those races, but not with Evans behind 
the wheel.  He ran his own car, and won both years’ 
events.  By the way, the legendary Neil Bonnett ran 
Griffin’s #72, finishing second to – guess who? – Evans. 
 
If you think you can shed some light on our mystery  
photo, let us know.  Go to our website www.gsvscc.org.  
Click on the Contact link and send us a message.  Or you 
can give us a call instead. 
 
Thanks to Earl Krause and Gil Hearne for trying to help 
straighten this thing out. 

Photo by Jim Smith 

http://www.gsvscc.org

