
 

JORDAN HONORED AS CAR OWNER BY DIRT MOD HALL OF FAME 
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    The late Lester “Lucky” Jordan, who fielded winning iron 
for some of the top talent of the 1950s and ’60s, was  
honored with the 2019 Gene DeWitt Car Owner Award at 
the 28th annual Northeast Dirt Modified Hall of Fame  
induction ceremonies.  The event was held on July 25, 2019 
at the Hall of Fame and Museum on the grounds of 
Weedsport Speedway in New York. 

    A North Carolina 
native who never 
lost his Southern 
twang, Jordan came 
North in the late 
1940s, settling in 
South Jersey and 
eventually establish-
ing a garage in  
Riverton.  From that 
unassuming shop, 
Lucky used his 
hands and his head 

to construct some wicked-quick stock cars — attracting  
future Hall of Famers to drive for him, when most were still 
compiling their credentials. 
    South Jersey’s “Big Three” — Al Tasnady, Budd Olsen and 
Jackie McLaughlin — all raced for Jordan.  And for good 
reason:  because this car builder was putting together  
pieces that were not pretty, but purposefully potent. 
    “The cars were always raggedy looking, always  
hand-lettered,” Budd Olsen’s son Doug remembered. “But 
they were always fast.” 
    Jordan started messing around with rudimentary race 
cars at Philly’s Yellow Jacket Speedway in ’49.  It got serious 
in 1953, with a ’37 Ford sedan bought from Frankie  
Schneider (Lucky kept the #2) and Al Tasnady at the wheel.  
At long-gone NJ tracks like Alcyon, Atco, Pleasantville and 
Morristown, and Hatfield and Municipal Stadium in PA,  
Jordan began collecting trophies like candy with Tas  
driving, winning six of the first eight features at Alcyon right 
off the bat and going on to take eight of twelve features 

and the title at NASCAR-sanctioned Dover, NJ, in ’54, the 
track’s final year.  
    Jordan’s rotating star driver roster of Tasnady, Olsen and 
McLaughlin kept racking them up throughout the decade.  
But a young Will Cagle, fresh out of Florida, was waiting in 
the wings. 
    In the spring of 1959, Cagle showed up on Lucky’s  
doorstep toting his wife, his son and a Sprinter, angling for 
access onto the Northeast stock car scene.  Jordan hired 
Cagle to work for a dollar an hour on customers’ street cars, 
as well as the race cars. 
    Tas was driving Jordan’s Deuce at the time, but they had 
a slow start to the season.  After a rough night at Alcyon, Al 
abruptly gave his two weeks’ notice.  Lucky turned around 
and fired him on the spot. 
    Driving home from the track together, Cagle lobbied 
Lucky for a shot.  “Well, Junior,” Jordan considered, using 
the nickname he had bestowed on Will, “you’ve got two 
weeks.  And I’m going to treat you just like a camshaft:  if 
you’re good, you stay in the car.  If you’re not, you go back 
on the shelf.  No hard feelings.”  Cagle ran the Deuce for 
the next two years. 
    “Lucky didn’t spend a ton of money, but he got  
everything he could out of what he had,” Cagle related, 
“and he was always up for trying something new.” 
    That was evident in 1961, when Cagle came back North 
to pinch-hit for an absent Jackie McLaughlin.  The car was 
so loose, the back end kept coming around.  Will suggested 
putting a wing on the car, to create downforce and “stick” 
it.  It was an unheard-of thing to do to a stock car but  
Jordan agreed to try it, welding together some wishbone 
arms from an old Ford rear-end to make the stanchions  
supporting the back 
of the wing.  “Junior, 
are you religious?” 
Lucky asked. “If you 
are, you better pray 
this thing works.   
Because if it doesn’t, 
I’m gonna kick your 
ass!” 
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Lucky with one of his winning cars, ready for 
another night of racing. 

Will Cagle in the Deuce 
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    Cagle whipped off a couple of top-five finishes in the winged Deuce, before 
McLaughlin returned to the seat.  “Jackie went out and damn near lapped the field 
at Flemington,” Will chuckled.  “The next week, Bob Tighe, the NASCAR  
inspector, said, ‘Get it off!’” 
    The ingenious Jordan knew ways of getting around the rules.  One such trick was 
hiding fuel injection nozzles in each port of the cylinder heads, ultimately bypassing 
the carburetor.  More innovation involved the addition of a  
supercharger.  “Jackie told me you’d have to shut it off at the starter’s stand — and 
you’d still be in too deep!” Cagle recalled. 
    The 1962 season saw the Deuce sporting painted flames — and McLaughlin  
burning up the tracks.  Racing at Georgetown (DE) on Fridays, Flemington (NJ) on 
Saturdays and Nazareth (PA) on Sundays, Jackie and Jordan won 29 times that year, 
going 10 for 12 in the month of June, 13 for 15 in July, and frequently sweeping the weekend.  The team also 
took Flemington’s NASCAR Modified championship. 
    Bob Pickell was the next to pick up the Jordan reins in 1964, running to 19 victories in a two-year span.  Rags 

Carter and Dick Havens also drove the Deuce. 
    In 1968, Lucky transitioned into retirement.  He sold out his stable of stock cars to 
Hall of Fame owner Dick Cozze, staying on to wrench for the Cozze crew for  
another couple of years.  After moving back to his native North Carolina, Lucky  
Jordan passed away in 1991, at age 69. 
    “Lucky…[Paul] Deasey…[Sonny] Dornberger…Busty Luzzo…[Harold] Cope…they 
owned the cars to beat at the time,” Cagle ticked off the names.  “Those were the 
cars everyone wanted to drive.” 
    He reminisced about the connection between their two families, the  
camaraderie that transcended the race tracks, the kids playing together, the hot dog 
lunches, the wives driving to events in Liz Jordan’s Cadillac limousine. 

    “Lucky was a good friend, a good owner.  I learned a lot from him, too,” Cagle said of the man who gave him 
his first win-worthy Northern ride.  “He certainly deserves to be in the Hall of Fame.” 

Lucky  (center) celebrates another 
win with driver Jackie McLaughlin 

Bob Malzahn in Victory Lane 

Lucky (left) with Budd Olsen.  A Jordan car being chased by Parker 
Bohn in the #659. 

WARREN TOWNSHIP CLASSIC SHOW Photos by Ray Shea 



 
JUNE 19, 2019 

    The June meeting of the Garden State Vintage Stock Car 
Club was called to order by President Ray Shea at 7:40 p.m. 
Twenty-two members were in attendance. 
    The evening’s invocation was given by Bob Menschner.   
    A moment of silence was observed for John Chemidlin, 
who recently passed away.  John was the owner of the 
Edison Generator #747 dirt Modified currently in  
competition.  He was well-known on the dirt track circuit. 
    Earl Krause informed the group that longtime dirt  
Modified driver Stan Ploski took a nasty flip in competition 
at New Egypt Speedway recently.  It is reported that he is 
recovering nicely. 
    Congratulations were extended to club member Harry 
Reed, car owner, and his son Steven on their victory at the 
Wall Stadium Garden State Classic. 
    Ray made the membership aware that membership dues 
are now being accepted for the upcoming year.  He also 
noted that we are ready to place an order for club jackets.  
If you’re interested in ordering one, call Ray. 
    Ken Brenn, Sr. was in attendance this evening.  He 
thanked everyone who participated in last year’s Warren 
Township Car Show.  He spoke highly of the club and its 
membership.  He mentioned things our organization does 
to promote the history of stock car racing in NJ.  The club 
thanks him for his heartfelt comments, suggestions, and 
ideas. 
    Once again, a big thanks to Bob Caramella and his  
helpers for the outstanding work they perform with their 
annual benefit car show in Sayreville.  This is always a good 
show for a great cause. 
    The 9th Annual Flemington Car Show is slated for  
October 19, 2019.  It will take place at the Hunterdon 
County Fairgrounds, South County Park, 1207 Route 179 in 
Lambertville, NJ. 
    The recent club show at Bridgeport went very well.  
Thanks to those club members who attended. 
    Upcoming Events:  New Egypt Speedway – June 22; 
Wall Stadium – July 6. 
    Ray informed the group that the display board at Wall 
Stadium, noting the speedway’s past champions, has been 
updated.  Thanks for the efforts needed for this project’s 
display. 
    The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
John Malsbury, Secretary 
 

AUGUST 25, 2019 
    The August meeting of the Garden State Vintage Stock 
Car Club was called to order by President Ray Shea at 7:30 
p.m. Twenty-eight members were in attendance. 
    The evening’s invocation was given by Bob Menschner.   
    Condolences were extended to Dottie Severage for the 
loss of her sister; Debbie Gastelu, who lost her father; and 
the Fillbrunn family for the passing of Art.  Art was a dirt 
and asphalt driver in the 1950s and 1960s. 
    Get well wishes go out to club member and racing  
photographer Jim Smith; Jim Bennett and Stan Van Brunt. 
    Ray noted that this year’s Past Champions Night held at 
Wall Stadium on July 27th was well-taken by the attending 

champions and fans alike.  It was inspiring to see so many 
past champions at this event, as they mingled with and 
signed autographs for the fans.  It is this kind of event that 
rekindles what our organization is really all about –  
preserving the history of stock car racing.  Thanks to all of 
those who participated in this event.  Special thanks to Ray 
Shea for all of his many behind-the-scenes activities in  
making these events possible. 
    Upcoming Events:  Flemington Speedway Historical  
Society’s 9th Annual Car Show will be held on Saturday, 
October 19 at the Hunterdon County Fairgrounds, South 
Coventry Park, 1207 Route 179 in Lambertville, NJ. 
    Thanks go out to Joe Zalescik and Amy Fleming for  
donating their 50/50 raffle winnings back to the club at 
our last meeting. 
    After the adjournment of the meeting, a discussion was 
held concerning the cessation of on-track displays for the 
remainder of the season, as mandated by the NJ State  
Police’s auto racing advisory board.  The discussion also 
focused on a recent incident at a club show at Wall  
Stadium. 
    The meeting was adjourned. 
 
John Malsbury, Secretary 
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CONDOLENCES 
to the family and friends of: 

Art Fillbrunn 
Chet Thompson 

Mary Ann Timmons 

Have you ever wondered what’s 
in storage? Folks are STILL  

needed to catalog the club’s  
archived items.  Contact Ray 

Shea if you can help out. 

GET WELL WISHES 
Jim Bennett 

Doug French 
Phil Nase 
Jim Smith 

Stan Van Brunt 



 

Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club 
  

2019 Schedule  
 

Events listed are static display events 
The Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club’s on-track events are EXHIBITION ONLY.   

We are a non-racing club. 
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DATE LOCATION EVENT 

September 28 Bridgeport Speedway 
5/8 mile track 

Regular Show 

October 5 New Egypt Speedway Legends Night 

October 13 
(Rain Date 10/20) 

Patterson Greenhouses, 
Freehold 

Family Fun Day Car Show 

November 2 
(Rain Date 11/9) Fleming’s, Egg Harbor Twp. Fleming’s Pumpkin Run 

November 29 Wall Stadium Turkey Derby 

PAST CHAMPIONS NIGHT AT WALL STADIUM 
Photos by Ray Shea 

On July 27, the club, through President Ray Shea, assisted track management in holding the 2019 
Past Champion’s Night.  Forty-eight track champions from previous years attended the night’s 
event.  Fans of all ages waited in line to get autographs, chat and take photos with the champs.  It 
was an enjoyable night for all.  Photos by Ray Shea 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING ON-TRACK DISPLAY EVENTS 
 

Club President Ray Shea recently met with representatives from the New Jersey State Police’s auto 
racing supervisory board.  The representatives informed our club that we will not be allowed to 
conduct on-track displays through the end of the year.  We anticipate meeting with them again 
during the winter to discuss the 2020 season. 
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AHHH...SUMMERTIME… 
Here are some photos from recent club shows: 

BRIDGEPORT 
SPEEDWAY 

Photos by Ralph Richards 

NEW EGYPT  

SPEEDWAY 
Photos by Robyn Clickner 

WALL STADIUM  
Photos by Jim Smith 
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PHOTO TRIVIA 

Green flag next time by!  Do you know what annual race is 
about to begin, and at what track?  Can you name the 
drivers of the cars that are visible in the photo?  Bonus 
points for the year. 
 
Look for the answer in our next issue, or go to our website 
www.gsvscc.org if you can’t wait that long.  Sometimes the 
website answer contains more information than we have 
space for in print. 

PHOTO TRIVIA ANSWER 
from the Spring 2019 issue 

    This may not be much of a challenge for some, but here 
goes:  this periodical was a much-valued part of our sport 
until its demise. What was the name of it? Who was  
honored with having their car in the cover photo of this 
issue? 
    Many folks will recognize the iconic #6 of Maynard 
Troyer – legendary racer and prolific car builder of the 
Northeast – on the cover of Stock Car Racing magazine. 
    Stock Car Racing was launched in May 1966.  At the 
time, Jim Davis was publishing a drag racing magazine 
called Super Stock..  
    It was Dick Williford, PR man for Chrysler, who  
suggested that Davis start a magazine on stock car racing 
because no other magazine had devoted full coverage to 
stock cars.   
    Jim Davis and business associate John "Monk"  
Reynolds began Stock Car Racing in May, 1966. They 
asked Williford to join them. He was vital in getting the 
early issues of SCR to press. He did much of the writing 
and legwork necessary to publish the magazine.   
    The magazine had limited success in the first years.  Jim 
Davis noted, "It was extremely difficult because NASCAR 
didn't want anything to do with us. They didn't like the 
idea of outsiders coming in and, in their opinion, making 
a profit off of their shows." The magazine persevered, 
however, by the tactics of staffing the big NASCAR races 
with an on-site photographer and publishing the related 
stories as written by local newspaper writers.  
    SCR eventually gained a loyal following of readers 
worldwide.  The magazine not only provided photos and 
articles for the racing enthusiast, it also provided articles 
for the racers themselves.  Many issues contained tech 
articles that explained the physics and mechanics of race 
cars and how to work with them.  Not only were national 
NASCAR events covered, grassroots racing articles  
appeared frequently, along with special interest articles 
and interviews, and television broadcast listings.   
Although dirt racing was not represented as often as  
asphalt, it was by no means ignored.   
    Although SCR included many talented writers and staff 
members, much of its success must be attributed to Dr. 
Dick Berggren.  Early on, Dr. Berggren worked for SCR  
while he taught at Emmanuel College and raced on the 
weekends.  He later became the magazine's editor. After 
22 years with the magazine, he left in 1999 to start  
Speedway Illustrated.          
    Sadly, a combination of factors brought Stock Car  
Racing magazine to a close.  The last issue of this auto 
racing icon was published in November of 2008.   
Partial credit for this article goes to Wikipedia.com 

May, 1966 November, 2008 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Super_Stock&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dick_Williford&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stock_car_racing
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Newspaper_writer&action=edit&redlink=1

