
 

TURKEY DERBY—1976 

Vintage Views 
The official publication of the Garden State 

Vintage Stock Car Club 

by Earl Krause 
from Area Auto Racing News, Edition of 11/15/16 

    Then, as now, the Derby was always a mix of Wall regulars 
and invaders. Forty years ago, Jim Hendrickson won his sec-
ond consecutive Derby Modified feature at the wheel of the 
white and blue-trimmed No. X-3 fielded by Tony Ferrante Sr. 
and crew chiefed by their good friend Bob Punzi. Although 
Hendrickson and the Ferrante/Punzi team were from Long 
Island, they had become weekly competitors at Wall in the 
mid-1970s and highly-regarded by Stadium fans and fellow 
racers. 

    In early time trials, Gil 
Hearne set fast time in the 
Durkin Racing No. 12 at 
13.65 seconds to tie his own 
record. 
    Second through fifth-
fastest in qualifying were 
Long Island’s Charlie Jar-
zombek; New York racers 
Richie Evans and Maynard 
Troyer; and young New Jer-

sey driver John Blewett, Jr. 
    Hearne led the first 26 laps in the 150-lap feature before 
the initial yellow caused when Blewett tangled with Rod 
Cunliffe. As the cars slowed, Evans pulled into the pit area 
and was done for the day when his No. 61 began overheat-
ing. 
    On the restart, Hearne again led the way with Jarzombek, 
Troyer, Geoff Bodine and Hendrickson right behind and chal-
lenging. Gil maintained 
command into the 62nd 
circuit until he tangled 
with a lapped car off 
turn two.  He then left 
the race with a flat tire.  
In the scramble, Jar-
zombek took the lead 
over Troyer, Bodine and 
Hendrickson. The race 
for first then became 
intense, with Jarzombek and Troyer going all out and even 

making contact. On lap 84, Troyer went to Jarzombek’s in-
side in turn three. His momentum instead carried him out of 

the groove and up to-
ward the fence. As he 
regained control, Bod-
ine and Hendrickson 
moved by for second 
and third respectively. 
It wasn’t over yet! 
    At lap 109, Bodine 
went for the lead with 
“Chargin’ Charlie”. 
They made contact, 
sending Bodine spin-

ning to the infield. That impact caused Jarzombek’s car to 
have a flat tire 10 laps later. 
    In his grand career, Jim Hendrickson had gained a reputa-
tion of being a smooth, patient driver -- especially in long-
distance races. The Turkey Derby of 1976 fit him perfectly. He 
stayed right in contention as Hearne, Jarzombek, Troyer and 
Bodine had gone 
all-out in their  
respective bids for 
victory.   
    As Jarzombek 
pitted with that flat 
tire, “Gentleman 
Jim” took com-
mand with 35 cir-
cuits to go.  He 
maintained his ad-
vantage until long-
time Wall Stadium 
flagger Pete LaVance waved the checkered. 
    Troyer finished second, while Bodine came back after the 
spin for third place over young Massachusetts driver Ron 
Bouchard and New York’s Jerry Cook to complete the top-
five. 
    Finishing sixth through 10th were Long’s Island’s “Flying 
Dutchman” Fred Harbach; Connecticut’s Dick Dunn; Jar-
zombek; Wall standout Jim Hoffman; and New England’s 
legendary Modified “Travelin’ Man”, Pete Fiandaca. 

GSVSCC meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday from January through November, 7:30 p.m. at the  
West Long Branch Firehouse,  Rt. 71 (Monmouth Road) and Cedar Ave. West Long Branch, NJ.    

For directions call 732-330-8349 or go to www.gsvscc.org. 

Dedicated to the Preservation of Stock Car Racing History 

October, November, December 2016 

Geoff Bodine (1) and Jim Hoffman (11)  
battle for position. 

Maynard Troyer (6) races outside  

Richie Evans (61). 

“Gentleman Jim” Hendrickson takes the check-
ered flag for his second consecutive  

Turkey Derby win. 

Gil Hearne set fast time. 



     The Sportsman division feature at the 1976 Turkey  
Derby went to Rick Sendzik, who started from 12th. Ron 
Cote, a regular on the Connecticut pavement ovals, be-
gan the event from 18th and impressively worked 
through traffic to 
finish second ahead 
of 1976 divisional 
champion Larry Pat-
terson, Eddie 
Senkewicz and Jim 
Ransom. The full-
fender Modern Stock 
cars, wrapping up 
their fourth season at 
Wall in 1976, had a 
20-lap main to con-
clude the meet. Jim Markey took that victory, besting 
1975-76 season titlist Walt Rogers, Ed Moench, Mike 
Springsteel and Neil Rutt Sr. 
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SAVE THE DATE 
Hall of Fame award banquet 

Sunday, March 19, 2017 
Branches, West Long Branch, NJ 

Banquet forms will be mailed. 

Say “cheese”!  Here’s a photo of the Modified drivers for the 1976 Turkey Derby.   
If you use a magnifying glass, you’ll probably be able to recognize some of these fine racers. 

Here’s Rick Senzkik, Sportsman division 
winner. Stan Reed Photo 

HELP WANTED 
Volunteers are needed to assist in  

cataloging the club’s many artifacts 
and memorabilia items. 

Please contact Ray Liss at  
732-581-7170. 
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MODERN TIMES 
By Pete Linszky 

    Despite the heading, this story will relate stories of 
the past. Distant past?  No, recent past. As recent as 
1974 ,’75 -  the period of time that MODERN STOCKS 
entertained the crowd while the Modified and Sports-
man cars were being prepped and pampered in the 
pits, being readied for night’s events. These Sportsman 
and Modified racers were basking in the limelight on 
every race night while the Modern Stocks filled in the 
down time and provided spills and chills and thrill a mi-
nute action. 
     The Modern drivers of the era strapped into their 
homemade mounts and were unleashed on the speed-
ways of the area in large numbers. For instance, Wall 
Stadium had a practice of running two consolation rac-
es for the Moderns if there were more than twenty two 
cars not qualified for the feature, qualifying two cars for 
the feature from each race.  If there were 21 nonqualifi-
ers, there would be but one consolation, moving four 
cars into the twenty-lap feature.  
    Remember Richie Beradino, and Frank “Gitchie” 
Burns? How about Paul Mangano?  Who was there 
when Ed Moench ran his Ford Falcon Modern at New 
Egypt Speedway and became the answer to a trivia 
question for decades to come? 
     Eddie was running his ’64 or ’65 Falcon behind Ray 
Evernham, when for some reason, Ray’s rear bumper 
fell off, shades of Gary Nelson of NASCAR fame!  Eddie 
ran over the bumper going full tilt down the front 
straight. The result was the immediate release of several 
quarts of oil, due to having the oil filter torn from the 
Ford by Ray’s errant part. Eddie’s car somehow made it 
to the pits. His night was over, or so it seemed.  
    After some considerable effort, speedy dry was dis-
pensed onto Eddie’s oil around the track.  Some 
minutes had passed while order was restored and the 
restart was shaped up. The field was set, coming off of 
four with the green flag waving and then – chaos - cars 
spinning, tires squealing and a speedy dry dust storm. A 
multi-car tangle, due to the lack of traction, created ad-
ditional carnage in the Modern ranks.  

    Meanwhile, during this drama, Eddie Moench and his 

crew decided that they might as well replace the motor 

oil and filter to get the car ready for next week.  While 

the second bender was still being untangled, Eddie de-

cided that he would go back out.  Eddie and his Falcon 

got to the pit gate and Chief Pit Steward “Big” Bob 

O’Rourke waved him on. Eddie rejoined the field at the 

rear as the green flag flew.  He went down in local rac-

ing lore as being possibly the only driver to have 

changed the motor oil and filter on his race car during 

the feature, without losing a lap!  

Ed Moench takes the checkered flag in the 
Modern Stock division at Wall Stadium in 
1975. 

Ray Evernham in his Modern Stock at Wall 
Stadium (with bumper intact).  

Come out to the 

VINTAGE AUTO MUSEUM OF NJ 
1800 Bay Avenue, Bldg. 13 

Pt. Pleasant, NJ  
Several club cars will be on display from  

January 7 through March 5, 2017. 
Check the Museum’s website for visiting 
hours: www.vintageautomuseum.org  

or call (732) 899-0012. 
The Museum plans exhibits throughout the 

year.  Stop on by sometime! 

Pioneer Pole Buildings 

MOTORSPORTS RACE CAR and  
TRADE SHOW 

January 20—22, 2017 
Greater Philadelphia Expo Center  Oaks, PA 
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WALL STADIUM’S TURKEY DERBY 
Thanks to our members who brought their cars for the 
Friday portion of Turkey Derby weekend.  Our club had 12 
cars on display for the fans to enjoy.  Thanks to our club 
members who worked tirelessly on the 50/50  
raffles.  Rest up until Spring!     Photos by L. Cooper 
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“Hey, I know you!” Friends and club mem-
bers Butch Colosimo and John Blewett, Jr. 
met up at the North-South Shootout held 
in early November at Concord Speedway 
in North Carolina. Butch Colosimo Photo 



 

          Al Voorhees, Jr. grew up around race cars.  In fact, 
his dad, the late Al Voorhees, Sr., drove the #82 Gremlin 
that Al Jr. and Butch Malsbury have restored and bring to 
club events. 
    The car was built in the early 1970s by John Carpenter.  

Fellow club member Butch 
Malsbury drove it at Wall 
Stadium with much suc-
cess until the car was sold 
to Danny Kniffin of Mor-
ganville, NJ in the late 
1980s.  Al Sr. drove it at 
Wall until he retired in the 
late 1980s, at which time 
Danny put the car out to 
pasture (literally).  Some-

time later, the property was being sold, so Danny called to 
have the car moved, if it was still wanted.  It was, so Butch 
and his brother John Malsbury brought the car to Butch’s 
cow pasture to serve as decoration for many years.  Resto-
ration plans were discussed, but never panned out during 
that time.   
    Around 2010, Butch and John brought the car to Al’s 
shop, where it again waited patiently.  Eventually, the car 
was disassembled and the restoration process continued 
gradually, as time permitted.  Many folks helped during the 
process, including Butch (at this time Al’s stepfather), John 
and Dick Malsbury, Bruce Roslin, Sr., Al’s brother-in-law Tim 
Gardener, and Tim’s brother Jack.  Also, Al’s son Stephen.   
    When the restoration process started, over 20 years’ 
worth of rust and gunk needed to be removed.  Neverthe-
less, Al discovered that the car was in perfect structural 

shape.  Almost every origi-
nal part was re-built and 
used, including the tire 
rims.  All of the original 
suspension parts were re-
used.  Not surprisingly, 
some things needed up-
dating.  Shocks, brakes 
shoes and other hardware 
were replaced.  Some cus-

tom-built pieces were necessary.  The fiberglass seat was 
replaced with a modern aluminum seat, and the fuel cell 
and safety belts were updated.  The original 1974 Gremlin 
body was beyond saving, so another 1974 body was 
found.  Tim Stephan of Surfside Collision in Brick, NJ paint-
ed the body panels.  John, who originally lettered the car, 
put the finishing touches on by re-lettering it using his 
original templates.  The #82 Gremlin was finally finished in 
2014.  
    Al was aware of the club through its many appearances 
and through friends who are members.  He was pleased to 
join the club and display his and Butch’s car so that others 
may appreciate the history of stock car racing.  The #82 

was a long-standing part of their families, and restoring it 
with family and friends was a terrific experience.  He enjoys 
running and maintaining the car as a joint effort with 
Butch and Stephen.   
 
 
     Here’s a nice story of “lost and found”:  Jim Hawkes’ #61 
coupe, which made its debut with the club at last year’s 
Turkey Derby at Wall Stadium. 
    Jim was introduced to racing through his dad Royce, 
who raced in the 1950s.  In addition, Jim became friends 
with Al Voorhees, Jr. and his family, and spent lots of time 
around race cars at their shop. 
    Jim bought the coupe in 1977, at the age of 17, from 
Paul Blair of Toms River, NJ.  Apparently the car was built 
for someone else, who never claimed it.  Jim recalls that he 
paid $1,850 for it, with no motor, radiator, or shocks.  Jim 
was happy to have it, and they were both ready to race at 
the start of the 1978 season, 
Jim having met the mini-
mum age requirement of 18.  
His parents, especially his 
mom, approved of their 
son’s new hobby. 
    Jim raced in the Sports-
man divisions at Wall Stadi-
um and Pleasantville (NJ) 
Speedway.  His crew in those 
early days consisted mainly 
of Al Voorhees Sr. and Jr.  
When he bought the car, it was lettered #0.  Jim repainted 
the car orange, but kept that number.  Jim recalls a 
“highlight” of his first season, which was deconstructing 
the backstretch wall at Pleasantville.  Jim reported that he 
was new, and the fence was old.  Hmmm… 
    The next year, 1979, he changed the paint scheme to its 
current blue and white.  He also changed the number to 
#61, which was the number of his dad’s friend Jim 
Gosford’s TQ Midget.  He continued to enjoy racing the 
car, and won qualifying races with it. 
    Around 1981, he sold the car to Rick Mauriello.  Rick 
changed the number to XL-1 and ran it for a couple of 
years.  Rick then sold it to someone in Connecticut, who 
ran it in a vintage division. 
    Thirty-four years after selling the car to Rick Mauriello, 
Jim bought the car again in October of 2015 from a mem-
ber of PA’s Blast from the Past vintage club. 
    Over the winter, Jim has plans to fully restore the car.  
Jim reports that it needs 
some clean-up welding, fab-
rication, bumpers and a new 
fuel cell.  Otherwise, the car 
still has many usable original 
parts: radiator, steering link-
age, original front bumper, 
leaf springs and other sus-
pension components.  He’s 
looking forward to the pro-
cess, and to bringing out his 
“new” old racer next season. 
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NEW CLUB CARS 
This past year we’ve had some “new” cars added to our 

club’s roster.  Here are two: 

Al (L) and Butch (R) stand next to 
the #82, while Stephen prepares to 

take it out on the track. LC Photo 

On Wall’s high banks once again. 
Jim Smith Photo 

It’s the #61’s first appearance with 
the club at the 2015 Turkey Derby, 

and Jim is all smiles. 
Ray Shea Photo  

Early days for car and driver 
Jim Hawkes Photo 
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SEPTEMBER 21, 2016 
 

     The September meeting of the Garden State Vintage 
Stock Car Club was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by President 
Ray Shea.  Twenty-eight members were in attendance. 
     The invocation was given by Bill Menschner. 
     Get well wishes go out to club member Terry Van, and 
Susan Malsbury, wife of club member John. 
     Ray noted that ballots for the club officer election have 
been sent out.  Officers serve a three-year term.  Please fill 
out your ballot and return to Ken Thompson (address on 
form). 
     Club events recap:  Four of our cars attended the War-
ren County Car Show. Our club members also participated 
in the Hinchliffe Reunion; New Egypt Speedway on August 
20; Wall Stadium on August 27; Bridgeport Speedway on 
September 3; and Wall Stadium on September 17.  All these 
shows went very well and enjoyed good club support.    
     UPCOMING EVENTS: The Patterson Farms Car Show 
Fundraiser will be held on October 16 and is always a 
good show.  Come out and support our veterans.  Flem-
ing’s Pumpkin Run Car Show will be held on November 5.  
Our show at Wall Stadium’s Turkey Derby will be held on 
Friday, November 25. 
     Linda Cooper made the membership aware that she is 
putting some of the past newsletters on the club’s website, 
so members can look back and enjoy the feature articles, 
understand the beginnings of the club, and see how far 
the club has progressed over the years. 
     To end the meeting, we once again had a club member 
as guest speaker.  This night, Al Voorhees was that man.  
He enlightened the membership of his involvement in auto 
racing, starting with his father, Al Sr., to the present day. 
     The meeting was adjourned. 
     Secretary John Malsbury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

“Many hands make light work”.  We’d like to take a  
moment to say “thanks” to our club members whose tire-
less efforts have helped our club throughout this past year: 
 

50/50 WORKERS 
 Don Bruno  Tim Day 
 Jim Hall   George Klein 
 John Malsbury  Bill Mertans 
 Ken Thompson  Terry Van 
 

NEWSLETTER MAILINGS 
 Don Bruno  Jim Hall 
 Larry Housman  Ray Liss 
 

EVENT LOGISTICS 
 Larry Housman  Connie Joyner 
 Ray Liss 
 

AND LET’S NOT FORGET… 
As Editor of this newsletter, I’d like to thank the folks who 
contribute their time and talents throughout the year.  I 
truly could not do this without you! 

Jim Hall 
Earl Krause 
Ray Shea 
Jim Smith 

 
On behalf of the membership - thank you to our  

OFFICERS:  President Ray Shea; Vice-President Marty Van 

Druten; Secretary John Malsbury; Treasurer Paul Hayes; 
and Trustee Ray Liss for another year of leadership. 

 
The club always needs members to help out.   

Contact Ray Shea for more information. 
 
     

GSVSCC GETS AROUND—here’s a photo of some of our cars  

that appeared at a cruise night held at the Windmill Restaurant  
in Brick, NJ in October. Larry Housman Photo 
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LOOKING BACK 
For our last issue of 2016, we’d like to recognize some of the 

many folks who have worked on the club’s behalf. 

The late Bill Erbe,  

Club Co-Founder 

The late Bruce Roslin, Sr.  

Club Co-Founder 

The late Nancy Shea, former 
Newsletter Editor & 

Ray Shea, Club Co-Founder  
& President 

The late Bob Farlee, 
former Treasurer 

The late Brad Gray,  
former Trustee 

Evalina Erbe,  
former Newsletter 

Editor 

Bill Dietrich, Ray Shea, Earl Krause (former 
Trustee), Bill Erbe,  

Paul Hayes (current Treasurer) 

Cheryl and Ray Liss   
(current Trustee) 

Ralph Richards,  
Photographer 

Loretta Tymko,  
former Secretary 

Michael Shea,  
Newsletter Contributor 

Pete Wortman, Chet Tompkins, 
Eleanor Hagerman 

Pam Krause and Eleanor Hager-
man, Banquet Coordinators 

Our 50/50 guys:  (rear) John Mals-
bury; Don Bruno; George Klein; Bill 
Martens; (front) Terry Van; Jim Hall 

Not pictured: Ken Thompson,  
Tim Day  

Jim Smith, 
Photographer 

Linda Cooper, 
Newsletter Editor & 

former Secretary 

2016 Officers: John Malsbury, Ray Shea, Paul 
Hayes, Ray Liss, Marty Van Druten 

The late Rich Browning, 
former Secretary 
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VINTAGE VIEWS, THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
GARDEN STATE VINTAGE STOCK CAR CLUB 

Linda Cooper—Publisher/Editor 
vintageviews@gsvscc.org   732-456-3947 

President Ray Shea - 732-330-8349  
  bigblock7s@comcast.net 
Vice President  Marty Van Druten - 732-255-2807 
  coacher5@comcast.net 
Secretary John Malsbury-732-364-3303 
  susanmals@optonline.net 
Treasurer Rev. Paul Hayes Sr.-732-458-4074 
  phayes306@comcast.net 
Membership  Ray Shea 732-330-8349  
  bigblock7s@comcast.net 
Event   Ray Shea 732-330-8349  
Coordinator bigblock7s@comcast.net 
   
On the Web  www.gsvscc.org  
Club E-Mail   gsvscc@comcast.net 

PHOTO TRIVIA 

Here’s a car with an interesting history.  This photo was 
taken at Wall Stadium in 1977.  It was driven in the Sports-
man division at that time.  It was a famous Modified as 
well. Can you name this winner, as well as some other  
well-known drivers?  As a bonus, the driver in this photo is 
mentioned elsewhere in this issue. 
 
Look for the answer in our next issue, or go to our website 
www.gsvscc.org if you can’t wait that long. 
 
If you have a photo you’d like to share, send it to  
Linda Cooper via e-mail at: vintageviews@gsvscc.org or by 
mail to:  7 Thompson Street, West Long Branch, NJ  07764. 
Prints will be returned promptly. 

 
Be sure to provide the pertinent facts!  

PHOTO TRIVIA ANSWER 
from the Summer, 2016 issue 

Here’s one that involves asphalt racing with an unusual 
twist.  You may recognize the iconic NASCAR Modified 
#44.  Here’s what we’ll tell you:  this car was owned by 
Mario Fiore, a longtime car owner and lifelong resident of 
Springfield, MA.  Sadly, Mario passed away in June of this 
year at 65 years of age.   Here’s what we’ll ask you:  
where did this win take place? In what year? Who was 
the driver?  Hint— the driver is mentioned elsewhere in 
this issue.   
 
The place:  Flemington (NJ) Speedway.  The event:  Race of 
Champions.  The year:  1993.  The driver: Billy Pauch, Sr., from 
Frenchtown, NJ.  Billy Pauch?  The famed dirt Modified driver?  
YES – in a stunning, come-from-behind charge to the front that 
very nearly didn’t take place. 
    It was an “against the odds” story.  New York’s Doug Heveron, 
talented driver of everything from Modifieds to Indy Cars, was 
originally scheduled to race the #44.  At the start of the RoC 
weekend, however, Doug was not able to make it.  Billy Pauch 
happened to be in the pit area in case a ride opened up, so car 
owner Mario Fiore asked him to fill in. It’s ironic that the eventual 
race winner’s name wasn’t even printed in the program as a 
contestant! 
    Eyewitnesses recall that the 1993 RoC was a good one.  Plenty 
of lead changes kept the fans entertained.  It was a tough week-
end for Billy, however.  During Saturday’s qualifying heats, Billy 
hit the guard rail.  The car was repaired, but Billy had to go out 
in the consolation race.  He finished second in the consi, which 
got him into the show – in last starting position.   
    Although Billy Pauch’s expertise is in dirt racing, his considera-
ble racing abilities transferred well, and the team’s persistence 
paid off.  It took Billy 244 laps to go from 43rd to fifth position. 
The race announcers mentioned him in 5th position, but had no 
expectations of a higher finish for him at that point.  Then, in 
one move, he passed Reggie Ruggiero, Jeff Fuller and Tony 
Siscone.  After that, he set his sights on race leader Mike Ewanits-
ko, who had a considerable lead.  Pauch reeled in Ewanitsko 
with two laps to go.  The crowd went wild.  By the time the 
checkered flag flew after lap 250, Billy would win it.  The rest, as 
they say, is history.   

CONDOLENCES 
Bob Farlee, former club Treasurer and  

avid racing historian 
Dale Wainwright, Sr., car owner 

GET WELL WISHES 

Ray Shea 
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