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GSVSCC meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at the West Long Branch 

Firehouse, 7:30 pm, Rt. 71 (Monmouth Road) and Cedar Ave. West Long Branch, NJ.       

For directions call 732-840-6307 or 732-223-9388. 
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Tommy Hughes winner of 10 lap Modified Consi  June 8,1974. 

Driving the former Paul Blair built dirt Modified owned by Howard Harvey.  

I saw my first stock car race in 1960 at Old Bridge Speedway. I liked it so much I went eve-

ry Friday night until the track closed and then started going to Wall Stadium. When East 

Windsor opened I started going there on Friday nights. I really liked dirt track racing. In 

1967 my brother and I  decided to build our own sportsman stock car to run on dirt. We ran 
the car from time to time for a couple of years. Then in 1969 I got hooked up with Don 

Peak. Don had an old #235 and I started driving for him. The following winter we built a 

new 292 6 cylinder engine and it turned out to be a great car and ran it for about 4 years. We 

ran Atlantic City sometimes and Wall most of the time. We took the old car and ran dirt 

once and awhile. We ran Flemington and East Windsor before Wall opened  and after Wall 

closed for the season. I remember one Sunday night we were racing at Atlantic City and I 

was leading the race, the car was extra good but then I heard a loud “Pow” and started    

spinning around and ended up in the 1st turn facing oncoming traffic. Luckily the car didn’t 

get wrecked but Tony Cranmer did. He was trying to avoid hitting me and ended up outside 

the track. Luckily he didn’t get hurt but his car had a lot of damage. The engine in my car 

blew, it had a hole in the block clear through to the other side and broke the crankshaft, cam, 
rods, piston and the head. I thought we would be out of racing for a couple of weeks but Don 

Peak was determined to get us back out there. Within a week he had another engine back in 

the car and ready for Saturday night. Even though the engine was almost completely stock 

we won the feature that night. We still scratch our heads about that  night. Good things hap-

pen when you race for a guy like Don  He was a great mechanic and his cars were always 

well prepared.  

One night I was walking through the pits and Don Cranmer came up to me and asked if I 

would be interested in driving a Modified for him the following year. He said he was       

purchasing a modified over the winter and I thought, yea, I would like to drive a modified. 

The only hitch was I had to finish the year in his #66 sportsman.  That meant I had to quit 

driving Don Peaks #235. I had an awful time trying to make that decision, one I regret to this 

day. The chance to run a modified was a good opportunity, or so I thought. I finally decided 
to go racing with Don Cranmer and finish out the year in his  #66 Falcon Sportsman. The 

#66 ran good but did not handle real well. It had a pretty strong engine but the car pushed off 

the corners. I told Don it needed left rear spring work but he said the car was old and was 

more interested in getting the modified ready for the following year.           CONT. on page 3 

The Garden State Vintage Stock 
Car Club extends their sincerest        

condolences to the Family of 

Mike DeSantis.  Mike  died   
Saturday April 13,2002 during 

the  Legends car race at             

Wall   Township Speedway. 

We will miss our friend and club 
member 

Mark Your Calendars! 

The 12th Annual GSVSCC Banquet 

has been set for March 15,2003 at 

“Branches” in West Long Branch. 
Formally Squires Pub (Court) 

10th Anniversary T Shirts. 

Only Large & X-Large 

 $15.00 +$4.00 S&H. 

     Front                    Back 

Thanks to all who helped with the 

50/50 at Wall Township Speedway 

on April 27th. We are $455.00 richer. 

 13 cars were on hand Saturday 

April 27,2002 for the 1st club 

event at the Wall Township   

Speedway. Pictured below is Bill 
Erbe, Earl Krause, Ray Shea and 

track co-owner Tom Mauser      

cutting the ribbon for the Grand 

Opening of the Club’s Museum. 
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March 2002 Club Minutes 

By Loretta Tymko  
President Ray Shea called the meeting of the G.S.V.S.C.C. to   order at 7:45 

pm and welcomed those in attendance. 

Bob Farlee gave the Treasurer’s Report for March. The Club took in $5,000.00 

and paid out $460.00 for the banquet and will pay out  $2,211.00 to the big 

50/50 winner. We did come out ahead with $6,112.00 in the treasury. Bob 

continued, as far as the     Museum fund, I have been working up some figures 

and I think the total including the $1,000.00 originally paid for the trailer is 

$3,836.00 which is a rough figure, I may have missed something but it is pretty 

close to $4,000.00. The amount isn’t bad when you consider what we have. 

We have been funding  the museum through the big 50/50 and the Wall Stadi-

um 50/50. We have a balance in the museum fund of $1,600.00. 

Ray announced that the  big 50/50 would be drawn at 8:30 pm and thanked 

Loretta for her hard work in organizing it. 

Ray gave out awards to the members who could not attend the Banquet as 

follows: Second Place Car Owners Trophy– Ken Pullen and Third Place Car 

Owners Trophy– Butch Colosimo. 

Our Banquet was held on Saturday March 16th with about 130 in attendance. 

Earl Krause and club members gave Eleanor Hagerman a round of applause 

for doing a great job and all agreed that we should have our banquet there 

again next year. Earl went on to say that all the recipients were very pleased 

and honored and had a very nice night. 

 Lee Greenwood, long time announcer for Wall Stadium (Wall Township 

Speedway) said that when Tony Ferrante a Long Island native, first came to 

New Jersey to race they were like invaders but it wasn’t long before they were 

town heroes and everyone considered them New Jerseyians. 

Tony was very honored that we considered him one of our own. Earl Krause 

spoke to Walt Chernokal who is from Pennsylvania and covers many races in 

New Jersey he was also very honored. Steve Elias and Sammy Beavers 

thought it was a wonderful night. The DeRosa Family was overwhelmed that 

we remembered Frank and all that he accomplished. 

Earl Krause announced that Brad Gray, Council to the Board, was out of the 

hospital and doing well. A get-well card was signed by all at the  banquet and 

Earl gave it to him the next day and he was appreciative that so many people 

thought of him. 

On a sad note, Helen Vail passed away last week. Steve Elias, one our recipi-

ents drove the Heb Vail blue #7. A moment of silence was held. 

Sunday March 17th was car inspections and 9 cars showed up. Ray thanked 

the inspectors and said the rest will be inspected at another time. 

Wall Township wants a handicap ramp for our museum. The cost for material 

and construction would be $4,100.00. Loretta Tymko has a ramp in here back-

yard and has graciously donated it to the club. A U-Haul and a group of volun-

teers was organized to pick up the ramp on Saturday. 

Steve Senerchia said he is able to get used asphalt and dirt tires at no charge. 

Anyone interested see Steve. 

Anyone going to Loudon should see Ray Liss who is handling the garage 

reservations. 

The latest edition of Vintage Oval Track magazine featured the Garden State 

Vintage Stock Car Club on the cover with a nice article inside on the museum 

and Turkey Derby. Thank you Ralph Richards for the great article. 

Loretta thanked everyone for helping with the big 50/50 and a thank you to 

Albert Gehrum for donating the tickets. Others who helped were Cheryl Bay-

rooty and Mary Craparotta. Top sellers were Ray Liss, Butch Colosimo and 

Loretta Tymko. Total tickets sold was 4,422. The winner was Craig Fraser 

from Neptune and the winning ticket was sold by John Megill. 

 
April 2002 Club Minutes    

By Loretta Tymko     
President Ray Shea called the April meeting of the GSVSCC to order at 7:45 

pm and welcomed those in attendance. 

Bob Farlee gave the treasurer’s report for April: at the end of last month we 

had $6,112.00 and paid out $2,2,11.00 for the 50/50. We also had some ex-

penses for the museum for a total of $3,180.00 in expenses. We took in 

$1,020.00 leaving a balance of $3,952.00. 

Ray mentioned that one expense of $475.00 was for the insurance on the mu-

seum. Club member Bob Burd handles the insurance did not take his $95.00 

commission. Ray expressed his thanks to Bob. 

Ray asked for a moment of silence for Mike DeSantis who lost his life on       

Saturday April 13th in a fatal crash at Wall Township Speedway in a Legend 

Car. Mike was a member of our club. Ray Shea and Bill Erbe attended the 

wake to represent the club along with Earl Krause and several other members. 

                                                                Continued on next column 

Mike was involved with  Jim and Jason Dooley in helping to build the Black & 

White #323 that was at New Egypt and Motorsports. 

Ray announced that Bob Farlee was in the ICU and was glad to see him back 

on his feet. 

Ray reaffirmed to everyone that in light of what happened Saturday night, that 

any time you get into any type of a vehicle, especially a race car, things can go 

really wrong. “I know some people in the club are not happy with the way cars 

are being inspected, but please bear with us because it is only for your own 

good”. Mike was just out there doing what he liked to do, racing in the back of 

the field, not racing for a win and something happened that nobody knows, and 

maybe never will. “We just want to try to eliminate all problems that we can to 

the best of our ability”. Ray asked for the members to cooperate with the in-

spection    committee as they are doing what they need to do and they are 

doing it on behalf of car owners. Cars that failed the first inspection will be 

inspected again at the next event and hopefully our cars will be corrected to 

their satisfaction. 

Six members made the trip to Mahoning Valley and got snowed out! The 

makeup date is unofficially May 3rd. 

April 27 will be our first show at Wall Township Speedway and also track 

time for Flemington. Wall Township Speedway opens 1 hour earlier and at 

3:45 the gate we enter through will be locked. The only ones going through the 

gate will be the car and driver. All others will have to go through the main 

gate. The cars must be ready to be driven in and parked.  This will be our first 

show with the new owners and we would like everyone to put on a good show 

for them.  

Earl Megill reiterated that your car should be ready to pull into the staging 

area, there will be no gassing up, changing tires or anything else done inside 

the     stadium. 

Ken Pullen asked Earl Megill if he heard anything from Mahoning Valley as 

far as passes. An over zealous employee charged the members for a guest they 

had brought. Earl gave Chuck the members names and they are to get their 

$25.00 the next time they go to Mahoning. 

Ray said that Greg Owen had brought 3 fantastic scrap books from his Dad’s  

#16 car and that members should take a look as there is a lot of history and 

great   pictures. Ray said he was glad that Greg’s Dad had the insight to take 

pictures back then. 

Ray discussed the picnic and wanted everyone to give it some thought. A       

comment was made that we had a lot of shows and were busy until after Labor 

Day and he asked that members  think about a date after September 2nd. 

The museum’s Grand Opening will be at Wall Township Speedway on April 

27th. And we will have a dedication ceremony at approximately 5:45 pm. 

Lee Greenwood reminded members about his Car Show on June 16th, “Cruise 

to the Jersey Shore.” and to stop by to see the beautiful cars and join the festiv-

ities. 

Zonker brought in a copy of Vintage Raceway Park News that had an article 

“MODIFIED PROFILE” of club member Frank Drogan. He had a speed shop 

in the past and has been involved with a lot of racing. Ray said he was privi-

leged and proud to have him as a member of the club. 

Bill Erbe announced that he has the large patches for sale and he will be order-

ing black hats as there has been a lot of requests for them. 

Loretta Tymko brought up the problem regarding a member  having a 

GSVSCC patch on a jacket. In the past the large patches were sold to put on 

the back of drivers suits. Ray asked if anyone wanted to change the ruling. Earl 

Megill said that men his size cannot order a jacket through the club because 

they do not have a 4X. Ray said a motion would have to be made. Questions 

arose about the type of jacket to allow the patch to be put on and Paul Voigt 

voiced his opinion that he would not want to see it on a jacket that might have 

inappropriate other patches on it. One club member asked what was the pur-

pose of the patch only being allowed on certain jackets and Ray answered that 

it was to keep some uniformity and to  

recognize us as a club. Paul Voight motioned that anyone that can afford to 

buy a patch should be able to put it on any jacket he or she wants. 

Cheryl Bayrooty seconded the motion. 

Vote taken– unanimous– club members will be allowed to purchase a large 

patch and put it on a jacket of their choice. 

Club member Bob Joos went to where the Manahawkin Speedway was and 

took some pictures, anyone interested are welcome to look at them. 

Club logo magnets are for sale, see Nancy Shea. 

Bill Dietrich motioned to adjourn and Butch Colosimo seconded the motion. 

     Anyone wanting a copy of the updated by-laws contact Secretary Loretta 

Tymko (see phone # on back page). 

Don’t forget to pay 

your DUES  
they are due June 1st 
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