
 

SILVER ANNIVERSARY 

Vintage Views 
The official publication of the Garden State 

Vintage Stock Car Club 

GSVSCC meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday from January through November, 7:30 p.m. at the  
West Long Branch Firehouse,  Rt. 71 (Monmouth Road) and Cedar Ave. West Long Branch, NJ.    

For directions call 732-330-8349 or go to www.gsvscc.org. 

Dedicated to the Preservation of Stock Car Racing History 
January, February, March 2016 

Can you believe it?! This year marks the 
club’s 25th anniversary! 
    The Garden State Vintage Stock Car 
Club was formed for the purpose of pre-
serving stock car racing history in New 

Jersey, and that purpose remains today.  
We started out with 60 members, all local, 
and now have 175 members from the fol-
lowing states:  New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Rhode Is-
land, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Flor-
ida, Maine, Virginia, South Carolina, Mis-
souri, Ohio, Maryland, Tennessee and Del-
aware.   Membership includes participation 
in club events and of course, the newslet-
ter.  

    At first, our newsletter was our only 
means of staying connected.  Although it’s 
changed over the years in terms of fre-
quency, content and technology, it still 
serves this important function.  I’d like to 
thank all the previous newsletter editors 
for their contributions:  Jim and Debbie 
Dooley, Evalina Erbe and the late Nancy 
Shea.  Nowadays we use e-mail, texting, 
Facebook and our website to stay in touch, 

but the newsletter is still #1. 
     Our very first newsletter is shown here.    
We’ve had some neat sections over the 
years, like “Grandstand Gab”, “The Old Iron 
Trader”/Classifieds, “Membership News”, 
“Profile”, “Looking Back”, “F.Y.I.”, “Trivia 
Question”, “Checkered Past”, and “Pit 
Notes”. A variety of writers have contribut-
ed articles and shared their appreciation of 
this sport.  By the way, professional writing 
experience is not necessary—just a desire 

to share a story with others (hint, hint).     
(continued) 



     We have had many enjoyable events for our members 
along the way, from picnics to bus trips, fundraisers and 
banquets, and, oh yeah—race car exhibitions.   
    Over the course of this year, each issue of the newslet-
ter will include a look at some of the activities from this 

past quarter-century of our club.  We’ll remember the 
people, places and things that have made this club so 
enjoyable.   
    I’d also like to bring back a nice feature that has been 
lost along the way — club car restoration stories.  If you 
have a restored race car and would like to share its story 
with folks, we’d love to include it.  Photos would be a 
plus. 
    So this is where YOU come in:  if you’d like to share a 
story or two about the club (people, events, things you 
enjoy about the club), a form has been created for you 

to complete and submit.  If you use the Internet, go to 
the club’s website at www.gsvscc.org, click on the Con-
tact tab, and type in the form entitled, “Share your mem-
ories about the club”.  If you would like to use pen and 
paper, that’s fine, too.  Just include your name and con-
tact information along with your story, and mail it to me 
at 7 Thompson Street, West Long Branch, NJ  07764.  If 
you’re local, you can pick up a form at the next meeting 
you attend.  Contributions will be used as space permits.  
Photos are welcome, too!   

     I’ll go first:  I am proud to have been a member of this 
club from the beginning.  At that time, I was 25 and sin-
gle.  Since then, I’ve gotten married and have had two 
sons. I’ve brought them all to more club events than I 
can count.  I’m especially pleased for my boys to be able 
to see some racing history in action and to meet some 
of the people who made it happen.  They, and other 
“younger” folks, are the future of our club.  Over the 
years, I have met terrific people from such a variety of 
backgrounds whom I would never have had the pleas-
ure of meeting if not for the club, not to mention the 

cool events I’ve attended. I have had the privilege of 
serving as the club’s Secretary for three years and now 
Newsletter Editor for four years (so far).  I can attest that 
this club is not just for “old guys”.  It’s for anyone who 
has enjoyed auto racing in NJ.   
    I hope you have enjoyed being a member of the club 
as much as I have—whether it’s been for 25 years or 25 
days.  Thank you for supporting our club! 

 
Linda Cooper 
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VINTAGE AUTO MUSEUM OF NEW  
JERSEY DISPLAY - 2016 

For the second year, our club is pleased to present some 
of our members' cars at the museum in Pt. Pleasant.  This 

year, however, things got interesting when a snow-
storm and tidal flooding was predicted for the area.  
Thankfully, the cars were removed before the storm and 
returned afterwards.  Thanks to all who lent a hand with 
this considerable effort.  The cars will be on display 
through March.  Our thanks to the museum directors for 
allowing us to show the cars. 



 
MOTORSPORTS 2016 

This year's display honored racing great Don Stumpf.  We 
presented many photos, trophies, and even Don's signa-
ture white-and-red checkered helmet.  A winter weather 

prediction prevented us from bringing the #41.  Lots of 
folks walked away with issues of Vintage Views to 
read.  Although the snowstorm kept many folks away 
from the show, our booth was enjoyed by young and 
old who were able to attend. Many thanks to Bill Force 
for his artistic creativity and preparation.  Thanks also to 
Don Bruno, Jim Hall, Larry Housman, Chick Kulp, Ray Liss, 
Woody Nyce and Ray Shea for helping to make it all 
come together (and come apart later to return 
home!).  Here are a few pics from the event, thanks to 
Jim Hall and Linda Cooper. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“STUMPY” SALUTED BY GARDEN STATE 
By Earl Krause, courtesy Area Auto Racing News 

from edition of January 26, 2016  

    Over the years, the Garden State Vintage Stock Car 
Club (GSVSCC) has had award-winning displays at the 

Motorsports Show with a variety of themes highlighting 
particular race drivers, teams, stock cars or events in New 
Jersey racing from the 1950s into the ‘80s. At the Motor-
sports 2016 Show, GSVSCC president Ray Shea and the 
club honored the career of Don “Stumpy” Stumpf.  Don 
was a New Jersey asphalt and dirt Modified standout, 
who also raced TQ-Midgets on the winter indoor circuit 
of the 1960s and outdoors at N.J.’s legendary Pine Brook 
Speedway. In the summer of 1991, Don attended the 
first meeting of what would become the Garden State 
Vintage Stock Car Club. Sadly, he died at age 64 that De-

cember from cancer. In 1992, Don was one of the first 
entrants into the GSVSCC Hall of Fame. 
    The club presented the impressive racing career of 
“Stumpy” as depicted with 15 classic trophies from his 
victories and titles, photos and memorabilia such as his 
signature “checkerboard” helmet, that were  donated to 
the club from Don’s wife Evelyn and son John. The in-
formative GSVSCC display was designed for this event by 
renowned racing artist Bill Force. Originally, it was to 
have had as its centerpiece the yellow and black #41 

Ford sedan Modified that is an exact replica of the origi-
nal mount that “Stumpy” raced to wins in the 1950s and 
‘60s. The replica was built in the 1990s by GSVSCC mem-
ber Greg Roman, and is now proudly owned by club 
founding member Bruce Roslin. However, the snow-
storm prevented Bruce from bringing the #41 from his 
New Jersey home to the show. Ray Shea and his “booth 
set-up team” of Force, Don Bruno, Jim Hall, Ray Liss, 
Chick Kulp and Woody Nyce then went to “Plan B”, and 
put together a fine presentation to honor Don Stumpf.  
Also assisting during the weekend was club “Vintage 

Views” newsletter editor Linda Cooper.  Linda was at the 
booth all weekend and was, as always, an enthusiastic 
and friendly representative as she met spectators and 
discussed Don Stumpf’s career.  
    The original #41 that Don drove was one of Stumpf’s 
favorites.  It was fielded by the late GSVSCC Hall of Fame 
member Joe Racz.  Joe operated an automotive repair 
garage in Keasbey, NJ, which is still there today, operat-
ed by family.  Along with the red and white #2, the Racz 
#41 was one of Don’s signature cars.      (continued) 
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“(Stumpy…” continued) 

     In 1951, Don was competing with his own stock car at 
North Jersey’s paved Lodi Stadium. He was 22 years old and 
considered young and inexperienced for a race driver of 
that time! Joe Racz was already established as a stock car 
owner, with a coupe #41 that was one of the best running 

(and appearing) cars around.   
Lew Volk, a fine driver of Midg-
ets of the era, thought that 
Stumpf had natural racing tal-

ent. “Lew put in some good 
words about me to Joe Racz 
and told me to go and talk to 
him about running his car,” said 
Stumpy, during an interview we 

had back in 1991. “Joe agreed to give me a chance, but he 
wanted me to start last in our first race together. When the 
green fell, I took off and passed everybody. Then I slammed 
the fence and really banged up his nice car... including its 
chrome grill! Joe was really upset, but Lew convinced him 
to give me another chance. I stayed with Joe, and we won 

many races. We also became close friends.” That friendship 
endured, even when Don ultimately left Joe’s much-in-
demand ride.  Hall of Fame drivers Pete Frazee and Tommie 
Elliott had their names on the door of the #41 and took it to 
victory lane at Old Bridge, Wall and Vineland speedways. 
But every few years, “Stumpy” would come back to the #41 
when Elliott and Frazee left for other cars. Don maintained 
the #41’s reputation.  
    After becoming the 1961 Wall Modified champion with 
his #2, Don drove Joe Racz’s #41 the following year. It led to 
one of the great nights for the Stumpf/Racz team.  They 

won Wall’s then 300-lap Garden State Classic in July of 
1963. They had what turned out to be one of the best cars, 
but that win was far from easy! “The car had a 427 motor 
with a carburetor that year,” said Don in our 1991 chat. “We 
didn’t worry about tires, but with a 20-gallon tank, we knew 
we had to stop for fuel. That was before radios, so the crew 
wasn’t really sure exactly when I was going to come in. I 
was leading by a couple of laps and came flying, literally, 
into the pits!  I came up pit road as fast as I could, and got 
airborne at the top! I came down and ‘dirt-tracked’ through 
the pits to my crew. They put fuel in and I roared out, but 

the crewman still had his 
hand stuck down in the fill-
er hole in the trunk lid!  
When I finally got back out 
on the track, the field had 
made up the two laps. But I 
was still in first, and went on 
to win.”  
    Overall at Wall Stadium, 
Don had an excellent ca-
reer. He won 19 Modified-

Sportsman features there between 1955 and 1969, and 
was track champion in 1957 (Sportsman, when the small-
motor cars ran against the full Modifieds) and 1961 
(Modified). In that era, Wall was a NASCAR track, and 
Stumpy contended for its National Sportsman title. In 1957 
he was runner-up to champion Ned Jarrett, missing the 
crown by just 26 points, and became New Jersey NASCAR 

State division champion. In 
1956, Don had placed fourth 
in the NASCAR National 
Sportsman standings behind 
Ralph Earnhardt, Jarrett and 

Wall regular Jack Hart.  
    Although Don enjoyed suc-
cess at Wall and other paved 
tracks of Old Bridge and Vineland, he was also a winner on 
the dirt. Stumpy won six Modified mains at NY’s Orange 
County Fairgrounds in 1955.  He added three more 
through 1962 and also won at PA’s Nazareth Speedway. He 
raced regularly at Flemington in the 1950s with his own #2. 
One Saturday in 1956 when that track rained out, he quick-
ly headed to New York and won the feature at Fonda!  
    At Motorsports 2016, “Stumpy” was again in the spot-

light. 

Club Secretary Rich Browning informed Ned Jarrett of “Stumpy’s” passing 
in late 1991.  Ned responded with this letter, reminiscing of their close 
battle for the NASCAR Sportsman National Championship in 1957. 



 JANUARY 20, 2016 
 
    The January meeting of the Garden State Vintage 
Stock Car Club was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by Presi-
dent Ray Shea.   

    Ray announced the recent passing of two club mem-
bers – John Stoddard and Leon Manchester.  Although 
John was a club member for only a few years, he was a 
strong supporter of our club and will be missed.  Leon 
“The Cowboy” Manchester was a man of many interests, 
from rodeo to car racing.  He was also instrumental in 
the beginnings of Bridgeport Speedway.  A moment of 
silence was observed for John and Leon. 
    Ray announced the top three club car owners for 
2015:  earning the #1 spot in points was Connie Joyner; 
second place went to Terry Van; there was a tie for third 

place between El Herbert and Bob Nase.  Congratula-
tions to these members and thanks for supporting our 
club at events. 
    The 2016 event schedule is nearing completion.  We 
are still waiting for dates for Wall Stadium.  Unfortunate-
ly, the schedule won’t be ready to distribute at the Mo-
torsports Show this weekend.  Ray reviewed the sched-
ule with those in attendance.  He noted that while we 
have no date at New Egypt Speedway in July, they hope 
to be able to work us in and will notify us if that’s possi-

ble.  Copies of the tentative schedule were available for 
the taking. 
    Our annual awards banquet will be held on Sunday, 
March 13.  Reservation forms will be sent out soon.  Ray 
announced the following inductees for 2016: 
 
 Drivers:  Dick Havens 
   Richie Massing 
 Owner:  Bill Hewlett 
 Pioneer Award:  Otha Johnson 
 Bob Thomas Award:  Bob Emmons 

 Lifetime Achievement Award: Bill Wilson 
 
    The Motorsports Show will be held this weekend in 
Oaks, PA.  Our booth display is dedicated to Don Stumpf.  
Due to the predictions of a snowstorm, it has been decid-
ed that we will not bring the #41, driven by Stumpf, to 
the show as originally planned.  We will set up the re-
mainder of the exhibit, however.  A brief discussion was 
held on this topic. 
    Another issue of concern regarding the impending 
winter storm is our club’s display at the Vintage Automo-

bile Museum of NJ in Pt. Pleasant.  We have about six 
cars on view there, which may be vulnerable to flood 
tides.  It has been suggested that the cars be removed or 
elevated in place prior to the storm and returned after-
wards to finish out our display period ending in March.  
A discussion was held on this topic.  It was decided to 
remove the cars.  Ray asked anyone in attendance who 
would be available on Friday to go to the museum to 
help move the cars. 

    Ray Liss announced that George McKelevy of the NJ 
State Police’s Civilian Advisory Board will attend next 
month’s club meeting.  After a brief meet-and-greet peri-
od, Mr. McKelevy will speak to our members about race 
car safety issues.  Ray asked for folks to contact him if 

they have any questions or suggestions concerning this 
meeting. 
    Ray also said he is making arrangements for some car 
shows this year.  He will provide more information as it 
becomes available.   
    Marty Van Druten said that he has been researching 
driver helmet requirements for 2016.  There has been 
some question as to whether or not the Snell SA 2005 
helmets will be allowed.  Marty said that, according to 
Mr. McKelevy, they will be allowed for the upcoming sea-
son.  Additionally, Wall Stadium’s rules also allow the 

‘05s.  It will not be necessary to buy a new helmet for this 
season to race in NJ.  However, Marty said that officials at 
New Hampshire International Speedway will not be hon-
oring the ’05 helmets.  If drivers plan on going on the 
track at their annual vintage meet this summer, they will 
need newer helmets. 
    A discussion was held about our intention to improve 
relations with the State Police. The possibility of having a 
joint event with the Blast From the Past Vintage Club 
from Pennsylvania was a part of this discussion.   

    Ray Shea thanked Ken Thompson for coordinating the 
Hall of Fame balloting again this year. 
    Stan Hawk questioned Marty Van Druten further 
about the helmet requirements as mentioned earlier. 
    Ray Shea mentioned that he brought in a few Wall 
Stadium payoff sheets a few months ago for folks to see.  
Pete Linszky was kind enough to have them photocop-
ied and laminated as a means of preserving them.  The 
group thanked Pete for his efforts. 
    The meeting was adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Cooper 
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CAR SHOW FUNDRAISER 
Club members Bob and Rich Caramella hold annual 
fundraisers to benefit those in need.  This year’s event 
will be held on June 5 (raindate June 12) at the Sayre-

ville War Memorial High School and will benefit Wyatt 
Scott.  Wyatt is just 3 years old and is battling neuro-
blastoma, a type of cancer. For more information, visit 
www.rjccharities.com.     
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Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club 

  

Tentative 2016 Schedule  

DATE 

ARRIVAL 

TIME LOCATION EVENT 

April 24 3:00 p.m. Bridgeport Speedway Regular Show 

May 14   Monmouth Battlefield State Park NJ History Fair 

May 14 3:00 p.m. New Egypt Speedway Legends Night 

May 21 3:00 p.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

June 5 
June 12 Raindate) 9:00 a.m. Sayreville High School 

RJC Charities Fundraiser Car 
Show 

June 11 5:00 p.m. New Egypt Speedway Regular Show 

June 18 3:00 p.m. Bridgeport Speedway Regular Show 

June 25 3:00 p.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

July 16 3:00 p.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

July 23 3:00 p.m. Bridgeport Speedway Regular Show 

August 7   Evergreen Speedway Regular Show 

August 20 3:00 p.m. New Egypt Speedway Regular Show 

August 27 3:00 p.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

September 3 3:00 p.m. Bridgeport Speedway Regular Show 

September 10 3:00 p.m. New Egypt Speedway Regular Show 

September 11 8:00 a.m. Warren Twp. Car Show Car Show 

September 17 3:00 p.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

November 5 7:00 a.m. Fleming’s Pumpkin Run Car Show 

November 25 9:00 a.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

  

Events listed in BOLD are static display events 

The Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club’s on-track events are EXHIBITION ONLY.   
We are a non-racing club. 
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VINTAGE VIEWS, THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
GARDEN STATE VINTAGE STOCK CAR CLUB 

Linda Cooper—Publisher/Editor 
vintageviews@gsvscc.org   732-456-3947 

President Ray Shea - 732-330-8349  
  bigblock7s@comcast.net 
Vice President  Marty Van Druten - 732-255-2807 
  coacher5@comcast.net 

Secretary John Malsbury-732-364-3303 
  susanmals@optonline.net 
Treasurer Rev. Paul Hayes Sr.-732-458-4074 
  phayes306@comcast.net 
Membership  Ray Shea 732-330-8349  
  bigblock7s@comcast.net 
Event   Ray Shea 732-330-8349  
Coordinator bigblock7s@comcast.net 
   
On the Web  www.gsvscc.org  

Club E-Mail   gsvscc@comcast.net 

PHOTO TRIVIA 

This smiling guy just won a feature at Wall Stadium on  
August 14, 1954, after towing all the way from Asheville, 
NC.  He went on to become a well-known car builder in 
NASCAR, sometimes referred to as the “Henry Ford of race 
cars”.  Who was he? 
 
Look for the answer in our next issue, or go to our website 
www.gsvscc.org if you can’t wait that long. 
 
If you have a photo you’d like to share, send it to  

Linda Cooper via e-mail at: vintageviews@gsvscc.org or by 
mail to:  7 Thompson Street, West Long Branch, NJ  07764. 
Prints will be returned promptly. 

Be sure to provide the pertinent facts!  

PHOTO TRIVIA ANSWER 

from the Fall, 2015 issue 
This handsome guy at the wheel of this Midget is better-
known for his many wins in coupes and sedans, on both 
dirt and asphalt.  Can you guess his identity?  For extra 
credit:  the photo doesn’t show it, but it was taken in-
doors.  Any idea where? 
 
No, that’s not movie star Errol Flynn in the driver’s seat, 
that’s none other than Don Stumpf.  This photo was taken 
at the Teaneck (NJ) Armory.  Note the sling tied around 
the bottom of the car, presumably to help keep the floor 
clean.  See this issue’s article on the club’s Motorsports 
display for details about Don’s racing career.   

WELCOME NEW CLUB MEMBER 
Mike Hodoske from Avenel, NJ.  Mike recently pur-

chased the XL-1 from club member Al Gehrum. 
Steve Yaccarino from Staten Island, NY.  Steve 

owns the Modified #43 which competes at  
Wall Stadium. 
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ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET 
The club’s annual banquet and Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony will be on Sunday, March 13 at Branches in 
West Long Branch.  Hors d’oevre will begin at 2:00 p.m.  

Tickets cost $45.00 per person.  For more information on 
attending the banquet, contact Eleanor Hagerman at 
732-222-4408.  Don’t delay.  See you there! 
 

2016 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
 

 Drivers:  Dick Havens 
   Richie Massing 
 Owner:  Bill Hewlett 
 Pioneer Award:  Otha Johnson 
 Bob Thomas Award:  Bob Emmons 

 Lifetime Achievement Award: Bill Wilson 


