
 

Famed #R-10 Modified Car Owner and Family Patriarch  
Frank Rio to Celebrate 90th Birthday 
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    Those who participate in motorsports on all levels often 
look forward to accomplishing milestones in their careers.  
Frank Rio, with some seven decades in our sport as a car 
owner of family-based, winning Modified stock cars, will have 
a very significant day in his most-interesting life on June 17, 
2016.  That’s when he turns age 90. 
    Frank and his late brother Pete are most identified with 
fielding the now iconic #R-10 (“Rio Brothers”) Modifieds on 
dirt tracks in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York, with 
some of the very best drivers at the wheel - drivers that will 
emphasize that they “became part of, and were welcomed 
into, the Rio family”. 
    Frank has recently been dealing with age-related health 
problems with a tough demeanor and his loving, close-knit 
family.  He’s back home and determined to win with the 
same tenacity that brought him success with his Modifieds.  
He still follows local racing closely, reading Area Auto Racing 
News thoroughly every week.  He also gets detailed reports 
of the sport from his racing family that includes son (and Phil-
adelphia, PA auto repair shop business partner) Frank Rio Jr.; 
daughter Deb (Rio) Rahmer, Sprint Car driving great son-in-
law Fred Rahmer, and their race-driving young sons (Frank 
Sr.’s grandsons) Brandon and Freddie. 
    “My brother, sister Ginger and I grew up in the shop and 
going to the tracks,” said Deb Rahmer.  “Now, my dad is right 
on top of Brandon and Freddie’s racing.  When the race is 
over, they call ‘Pop’ and tell him how they did. Believe me, he 
wants to know every detail!” 
    In the mid-1980s, before embarking on a Hall of Fame ca-
reer in local and national Sprint Car racing, Fred Rahmer 
drove the Rio Brothers #R-10, then as a small-block Modified, 
to 13 feature victories at PA’s Grandview Speedway on that 
tough circuit.  “Running the R-10 was a chance to run the 
family car and it enabled us to be together as a racing fami-
ly!” recalled Fred last week.  “My mother-in-law (Jennie) fed 
all of us and we still talk about that to this day because the 
same people who helped on the car still come to the rac-
es.   We had 13 feature wins that year, but I quit to go Sprint 
Car racing.  Frank still reminds me of that!  My brother in law, 

Frank Jr., was the mechanic and his ability with maintenance 
and mechanics was top notch.  We had a great time and I 
was part of a great racing family.” 
    As a teenager, Frank Sr. was already working as a welder 
at the Philadelphia Navy Yard.  When World War II began, he 
enlisted in the Army at age 17 and then served with distinc-
tion on the German front line with the Blue & White Infantry 
as a machine gunner.  As with so many of that “Greatest 
Generation,” when Frank Sr. returned home at the conclu-
sion of the war, he put those memories behind him, never 
speaking of what he had seen and experienced on the bat-
tlefield.  Instead, he established his business and then started 
a family with his wife 
Jennie. They are now 
married 65 years. 
    When World War II 
ended, Frank and Pete 
Rio combined their en-
joyment of automobiles 
and mechanical ability to 
get into the new sport of 
stock car racing.  Their 
first race car, a coupe, was numbered “28” to go with Pete’s 
age and went on the track in 1947. 
    Not long after, the Rio stock car number was changed to 
“39”. They ran the #39 Modified in the 1950s and 60s, when 
“R-10” became their signature.  “As I recall, the local Keehan 

open-cockpit family 
team knew my father 
and uncle very well, 
and would come by 
the business to visit,” 
recalled Frank Rio Jr. 
“One day, they just 
happened to say 
‘here are the ‘R-10 
brothers’. My father 

and uncle thought that would be neat to use that number 
on the Modified, and it’s been that way since!” 
    Frank and Pete Rio first towed their #28 and then #39 
coupes to paved and dirt tracks in Eastern PA and NJ, with 
top drivers of the era as their drivers.   
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     Early on, those wheelmen included Buddy Marion at 
Philadelphia’s Yellow Jacket Stadium, and Marshall Milnor 
at Philadelphia Municipal Stadium. They also hired a 
young hotshot driver from the Conshohocken/
Quakertown, PA area named Dave Haupt; who mainly 
drove under the racing alias of Don Allison in the 1950s. 
After leaving the Rio team, Dave became known as 
“Gentleman Joe” Kelly while in top NJ rides of Don 
House (# XL1), Dick Barney (#14) and Jim Fodor (#13).   
    Other top drivers in the Rio Brothers #39 in that era 
were Tony Volz, George Sleight, Dick Havens, Paul Bo-
logach and Jimmy Ryan. 
    By the 1960s, the Rio Brothers #39 Modified was a re-
spected fixture at tracks such as PA’s Allentown and 
Reading Fairgrounds, and Nazareth Speedway, with oc-
casional trips to NJ’s Flemington. 
    In that era, Frank and Pete welcomed Stan Ploski, Leon 
Manchester, Larry Voss, and Ralph French as guest driv-
ers to their “racing family”, as they had regular rides but 
also ran the #39 on occasion. In that era, fiery local leg-
end Mose Moore drove the Rio Modified regularly at 
Reading on Fridays and Hatfield on Saturday.  “Back 
then, my father and uncle would sneak me into the pit 
area, inside a big, flattop tool box!” said Frank Jr. “Once 
inside, I had to stay right with the truck at our pit site the 
entire night, otherwise I’d be caught and thrown out 
because I was under age!  One night, Mose (Moore) 
went after another driver during a race. Mose was driv-
ing our car, and when he steered hard right to hit the 
other car, he missed, went into the fence and flipped!  
My father had a real ‘Italian temper’ and went running 
from the pits across the track and to our car, in which 
Mose was hanging by his seat belt upside down. When 
my father saw that Mose wasn’t hurt, he fired him on the 
spot for wrecking our car while trying to take another 
driver out!”  
    By 1965, Reading was established as a hotbed for big-
block dirt Modified racing and the #39 was a fan-favorite 

when it arrived.  
“(Reading) promoter 
Lindy Vicari was a 
good friend of my 
father and uncle, and 
appreciated that they 
supported him,” said 
Frank Jr.  “That July 
(1965), we didn’t 
have a steady driver.  
Jackie Evans had just 
come up from Florida 

that summer and was trying to get established at Read-
ing with his own race car and hoping for a good Modi-
fied ride.   Lindy suggested that we have Jackie drive 
our car, and on that July 30, he won our first Reading 
feature! It was such a memorable night, as my father, 
uncle, and Jackie had beaten the best.” 
    The reputation of the Rio #39 led to top drivers Bobby 

Blatt, Budd Olsen, Laudon Potts, Vince Pantuso, Ed Pratt, 
Harry Turner and Dizzy Dean running that Modified at 
Reading at various times. 
    In the 1970s, the #39 made the change to “R-10” with 
a new challenge to full time NJ racing at East Windsor on 
Fridays and Sundays, and Flemington on Saturdays.  
Their newest driver was young charger Glen Fitzcharles.  
The Rio team combined with Terry Ebersole, Jerry Verona 
and Jack McCabe and became a big winner in features 
and of the NJ State Dirt Modified Championship.  Fitz-
charles had been a regular at Reading, and -- just like ten 
years earlier with Jackie Evans - it was Lindy Vicari who 
recommended Glen to Frank Sr. as a driver for the #R-10.  
They had initial success 
at Reading, then be-
came regulars at East 
Windsor and Fleming-
ton.  “Frank was such a 
good guy to drive for. 
Real low-key, and al-
ways emphasizing 
‘family first’,” said Glen 
Fitzcharles.  “I was [age] 
26, and knew of the 
reputation of the Rio 
team, how good the 
car was.  To get that 
ride was special. I was always impressed how they 
worked together.  I remember that Frank did those mo-
tors with such pride, and always made sure to get my 
input on how the car was running, to make the team 
successful.  The Rio family became my family too!”   
    Before and after Fitzcharles, the # R-10 had more top 
drivers, including ARDC Midget Grand Master Len Dun-
can and Leigh Earnshaw, Midget champion and Sprint 
Car racer.  In 1973, the R-10 was driven at Reading by 
Butch Green and Walt Olsen, and at East Windsor and 
Flemington in 1974, ‘75 and ‘76.  In 1980, Howie Cronce 
ran the R-10 Gremlin with wins at Bridgeport and East 
Windsor, and also drove it at Flemington before Fred 
Rahmer had great success in the small-blocks with the # R
-10 at Grandview. On the dirt big-block circuit of the 
1970s, late-1980s and into the 90s, the Rio driver roster 
included Paul Fitzcharles, Bill Beasley, Brett Hearn, Dave 
Blaney (at Syracuse), Frank Cozze, Meme DeSantis, Ricky 
Elliott and Darren McCaughey. 
    Wade Hendrickson then became the steady driver of 
the #R-10 and took it to multiple wins and Bridgeport’s 
2000 Modified title. Wade has continued racing the #R-
10 over the last 15 years, not always weekly but in vari-
ous events and is honored to be with the team.  “Norm 
Foss, who was promoter at Bridgeport at the time, rec-
ommended me to Frank [Sr.] to drive the R-10,” recalled 
Wade. “I met Frank Sr. and Frank Jr. at their garage, and 
we just hit it off immediately!   What impressed me then, 
and still does today, is that they are old-school, hard-core 
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Driver Laudon Potts with the R-10 

Glen Fitzcharles works  
through traffic. 



 racers, and family is number one.  When you drive for 
Frank Rio, you become part of his family.  And he cares.  
One night, the first year I was driving for Frank, the fuel 
pressure regulator had 
cracked, but we were-
n’t aware of it.  As I ran 
the feature, the harder 
I was racing, my 
[helmet] tear-offs kept 
getting splattered.  I 
realized it was fuel 
spraying from the reg-
ulator.  I ran out of 
-offs, but kept racing 
and finished right up 
front.  When the race was over, my uniform was covered 
with gas!   I felt really good that I had overcome the prob-
lem and brought the R-10 in for a good finish, until Pop 
[Frank Sr.] got mad at me!  He said he didn’t want me to 
put myself at risk, that at the end of the day me being 
safe in his race car was the most-important thing to him.  
Then he told me about the time he ‘fired the driver who 
was upside-down’ in his race car after wrecking it while 
trying to take out another driver, so I knew that Frank Rio 
always meant what he said!  I’m proud to say that I drive 
for Frank Rio and his family,” continued Wade. “The im-
pression is that they have a lot of money in their opera-
tion. But they honestly don’t.  They’ve always had a very 
strict racing budget.  Their business comes first and I ad-
mire that.  But they take pride in their Modified, its ap-
pearance and performance and it’s always well-prepared.    
Frank [Sr.] is a man raised that family comes first, above 
everything. He’s lived his life that way, as a man of honor, 
and principle.” 
    Today, the latest-edition #R-10, a Teo Chassis with a 
Medford (NJ) Speed big-block, sits race-ready in the Rio 
shop. Frank Jr. would love to bring it to the track, but it’s 
an expensive proposition and with the business taking 
up so much time and a lack of crew help, it’s not an op-
tion right now. The car last ran in 2015, at NJ’s Bridge-
port Speedway, with Wade Hendrickson as the driver. 
But as long as the #R-10 is there, the Rio Brothers racing 
legacy continues. 
    “The car is ready to go, and at some point I want to 
have it back at the track,” said Frank Jr., who turns age 
60 in September and is now a father and grandfather 
himself.  “I see the pride that my father has in the R-10 
and its stature in local racing. Racing is the passion for 
the Rio family, started by my father and Uncle Pete.  A lot 
of our family’s history is based around the racing shop, 
and I hope to see it continue.” 
    Frank Rio Sr. will celebrate his milestone 90th birthday 
on June 17, just before Father’s Day.  Happy Birthday, 
Frank Rio Sr.  Thanks for putting “family first” and your 
ongoing, lifelong dedication to the sport of speed. 
 

 

    I distinctly recall my first and only visit to Old Bridge 
Speedway. It was a bright sunny Sunday in the late after-
noon, early evening, sometime in the 1960s. I was about 
eleven years old at the time. 
    Having nagged my brother-in-law to take me to the 
races was ritual that he had endured for several years.  
My dad had passed when I was only six, and the only 
chance I could see to get to the auto races was with my 
sister’s husband.  After many failed attempts, the big day 
had finally arrived - we were to see auto racing at the 
famed OLD BRIDGE Speedway on Rt. 516! 
    The tall, colorful sign towered overhead and was a 
clear indicator that we were at the right place.  At my 
urging, we arrived a bit early, so no one was there just 
yet. We sat patiently waiting for others to arrive.  I was 
especially anticipating the arrival of the race cars - cars 
that for years piqued my interest as I sat near the Turn-
pike overpass watching them streak by on trucks and 
trailers, wondering what fascinating places they were 
heading for, and what great action I was missing. 
    We sat and waited. And waited. The large yellow sign 
clearly stated "Stock Car Races SUNDAY NITE 7 PM." No 
others had come to the track that we could see. 
    Seven p.m. had come and gone, and by then so had 
stock car racing at OLD BRIDGE Speedway... 
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Wade Hendrickson at speed. 

A MEMORY OF OLD BRIDGE 
By Pete Linszky 

MAYBE NEXT YEAR 
For the past several years, the Thomas Warne  

Museum has hosted their Race Car Show  
Celebrating Old Bridge Speedway and Racing  

History of NJ in October at their location  
in Old Bridge.   

Unfortunately, the show will not be held this year.   
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The Northeast Dirt Modified Hall of Fame had its 2016 induction ceremonies in August.  Among 
those honored was Billy Pauch.  One of NJ’s top dirt racers, his racing career has lasted for 41 
years—and counting!  Writer Buffy Swanson shares the story of “Billy the Kid” with us: 
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MAY 18, 2016 
 
    The May meeting of the Garden State Vintage Stock Car 
Club was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by President Ray 
Shea.   
    Bob Menschner, from Racing with Jesus Ministries, gave 
the invocation. 
    Ray Shea announced that the club’s financial statement 
for 2016 was available for review for any member interest-
ed in the club’s financial activities. 
    Club dues are due on June 1.  Forms will be sent in the 
next newsletter. 
    Ray noted that the recent event at Bridgeport Speedway 
went very well.  Eight cars represented our organization. 
    UPCOMING EVENTS:  The New Egypt Speedway show 
set for May 14 was rained out.  It has been rescheduled for 
July 9.  The next Wall Stadium show is May 21. 
    Ray also made the membership aware that the club’s 
newsletter will have a new format.  Thanks to Linda 
Cooper for her hard work in publishing a freshened news-
letter. 
    Marty Van Druten announced that the club’s first Friday 
night track time will be held on June 24 at Wall Stadium.  
We’re looking forward to a good turnout and to plenty of 
track time. 
    The meeting was adjourned. 
     -  John Malsbury, Secretary 
 

JUNE 15, 2016 
 
    The June meeting of the Garden State Vintage Stock Car 
Club was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by President Ray 
Shea.  Twenty-eight members attended. 
    Get-well wishes go out to Eleanor Hagerman, who is 
experiencing a problem with her leg.  Also, to Bill Morsch, 
who will undergo a shoulder operation. 
    We received a letter of thanks from Robert Caramella 
(since he was unable to attend this meeting).  He thanked 
the membership for the support shown at his fundraiser 
and car show earlier this month.  The following members 
attended:  Connie Joyner, the Caramella brothers and Ste-
ve Golembeski.  Steve’s #65 Pinto received the Nancy Shea 
award. 
    We also received a letter from Patterson Greenhouses, 
thanking our organization for participating in their recent 
car show and fundraiser. 
    Ray announced that club dues were due on June 1.  It’s 
not too late to renew your membership. 
    UPCOMING EVENTS:  Friday night track time for club 
members will be held at Wall Stadium on June 24, and we 
have a show at Wall the next day.  The next New Egypt 
show will be on July 9. 
    Our May 21st show at Wall Stadium was rained out and 
rescheduled for June 4.  We had eight club cars on display.  
The New Egypt show on July 11 had five cars for on-track 
exhibition.   
    The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
     -  John Malsbury, Secretary 
 
 
 

JULY 20, 2016 
 
    The July meeting of the Garden State Vintage Stock Car 
Club was called to order by President Ray Shea.  Twenty-
four members attended. 
    Club member Bob Menschner, of Racing with Jesus Min-
istries, gave the invocation.      
    It was nice to see Eleanor Hagerman in attendance and 
is doing better with a problem with her leg.  Get-well wish-
es this month go out to Ed Duncan, Old Bridge Speedway 
racing historian; and Susan Malsbury, who is doing well 
after a short hospital stay. 
    Ray thanked the members who attended the show at 
Wall Stadium on July 16.  We had a good turnout, only to 
be sent home due to rain. 
    UPCOMING EVENTS:  The membership was informed 
that another possible Friday night track time is in the 
works.  Interested members should contact Ray Shea.   
    We have an event at Bridgeport Speedway set for July 
23.  
    The club will be towing to Evergreen Speedway in PA on 
August 7.  Anyone interested in this even should contact 
Jim Hall for more information. 
    Ray received a call from Ken Brenn, who is one of the 
promoters for the Warren Township Car Show in Septem-
ber.  Ken informed Ray that any of our members who bring 
their cars to the Pocono Vintage Show at Pocono Speed-
way on August 20 and the Warren Township show on 
September 11 will be eligible to win a cash drawing of 
$300, $200 or $100.  Any car owners interested in going to 
the Pocono show must contact Gary Mondechein at (570) 
656-5962.  He will provide the necessary details and passes 
for the Paddock area of the speedway.  Do not show up 
without making prior arrangements! 
    Ray noted that he received information about the North 
East Motor Sports Museum that is being constructed at 
New Hampshire Motor Speedway.  Ray contacted them to 
ask if our club would be able to contribute items to their 
collection.  We will be providing items relating to Joe Kelly, 
Don Stumpf and Pappy Hough. 
    The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
     -  John Malsbury, Secretary 

AWARD WINNERS! 
CONGRATULATIONS to club members Frank and Alice 
Drogan on receiving the Bahre Cup award.  This award 

recognizes their dedication 
to and participation in the 
history of vintage race cars.  
They received the award 
during the 26th Annual Vin-
tage Racing Celebration 
held on August 25—26 at 
New Hampshire Motor 
Speedway. 
Mary  Jane Sylvester Photo 
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EVERGREEN SPEEDWAY 
We enjoyed taking our show on the road to Evergreen 

Speedway in St. John’s, PA on August 7. 
Thanks to Ray Shea for the photos. 

WALL STADIUM 
“When it rains, it pours” - or it’s over 90.  We finally 

managed to get a few shows in this summer without 
Mother Nature getting in the way! 

Photos by Jim Hall and Linda Cooper 

Jim Hawkes’ #61, driven 
by—Ray Shea?! 

Steve Golembeski shows 
off his spotless racer. 

They’ll let anyone in this 

place—like Tim, Bill and 
George. 

The Hospitality Tent 

It’s a couples thing:  Alice 
Drogan gets ready to go 
out on the track, with 
husband Frank’s help. 
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LOOKING BACK 
Since 1993, the club has created display booths at the Motorsports Expos held each January.  Each 
year, we’ve presented a different theme depicting racing history in NJ.  Thanks to the many folks over 
the years who have contributed their talents to make this possible—whether through artistic vision, 
building skills, transporting sets or helping hands.  We look forward to more years at  
Motorsports. 

One of our most popular 
displays centered on what 
was left of Gil Hearne’s #29 
coupe.  Gil found it in 1995 at 
Blacey’s Auto Parts in 
Wrightstown, NJ.  In the pho-
tos below, Gil’s son Jason 
(now a Modified racer him-
self) is on the scene; next is 

the display from 2000, which 
drew many visitors.  At the 
bottom is a photo of the car 
in its younger days. 
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Here’s photo from our first year at  

Motorsports, held in King of Prussia, PA.  
Ray Shea’s #7 coupe won the award for 
Best Vintage Stock Car.  Here, Nancy and 
Ray are all smiles after accepting the 
award.  Ray Shea Photo 

In 1994, Al Gehrum’s XL-1 was the focus of our 
display.  Here Ms. Motorsports presents the Best 
Vintage Stock Car award to Bill Erbe and Ray 
Shea.  A visit from Mario Andretti was a nice treat.  
Ray Shea Photo 

The show moved to Atlantic City, NJ in 2007, so it seemed a “given” to 
honor Atlantic City Speedway.  Our display featured many cars that 
raced there.    Ray Shea Photo R
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Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club 
 Remaining 2016 Schedule  

DATE 

ARRIVAL 

TIME LOCATION EVENT 

September 10 3:00 p.m. New Egypt Speedway Regular Show 

September 11 8:00 a.m. Warren Twp. Car Show Car Show 

September 17 3:00 p.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

November 5 7:00 a.m. Fleming’s Pumpkin Run Car Show 

November 25 9:00 a.m. Wall Stadium Regular Show 

  

Events listed in BOLD are static display events 

The Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club’s on-track events are EXHIBITION ONLY.   
We are a non-racing club. 

A NIGHT OF CHAMPIONS 
Our club assisted with a special Night of Champions at Wall Stadium on August 20. Plenty of past and  
present Modified division drivers were on hand to greet fans and sign autographs.  Our thanks to the 
following drivers for their participation:  Jimmy Blewett; Mike Carpenter; Kevin Flockhart; Gil Hearne; 

Tom Mauser; Dave Michel; Chas Okerson; Steven Reed; Bob Rossell; Anthony Sesely and Tony Siscone. 
Thanks to Ray Shea for photos 

Mike Carpenter and Tom 
Mauser 

The fans enjoyed seeing 
so many champions in 

one place! 

Gil Hearne, “Grandpa” 

Blewett, and Bob Rossell 

L-R: T. Mauser, K. Flockhart, C. Okerson, A. Sesely, J. Blewett, M. Carpenter, B. Rossell 

L-R: S. Reed, G. Hearne, T. Siscone, D. Michel 



 

Vintage Views    Summer 2016  Page 10 

 
 

VINTAGE VIEWS, THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
GARDEN STATE VINTAGE STOCK CAR CLUB 

Linda Cooper—Publisher/Editor 
vintageviews@gsvscc.org   732-456-3947 

President Ray Shea - 732-330-8349  
  bigblock7s@comcast.net 
Vice President  Marty Van Druten - 732-255-2807 
  coacher5@comcast.net 
Secretary John Malsbury-732-364-3303 
  susanmals@optonline.net 
Treasurer Rev. Paul Hayes Sr.-732-458-4074 
  phayes306@comcast.net 
Membership  Ray Shea 732-330-8349  
  bigblock7s@comcast.net 
Event   Ray Shea 732-330-8349  
Coordinator bigblock7s@comcast.net 
   
On the Web  www.gsvscc.org  
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PHOTO TRIVIA 

Here’s one that involves asphalt racing with an unusual 
twist.  You may recognize the iconic NASCAR Modified 
#44.  Here’s what we’ll tell you:  this car was owned by 
Mario Fiore, a longtime car owner and lifelong resident of 
Springfield, MA.  Sadly, Mario passed away in June of this 
year at 65 years of age.   Here’s what we’ll ask you:  where 
did this win take place? In what year? Who was the driver?  
Hint— the driver is mentioned elsewhere in this issue.   
 
Look for the answer in our next issue, or go to our website 
www.gsvscc.org if you can’t wait that long. 
 
If you have a photo you’d like to share, send it to  
Linda Cooper via e-mail at: vintageviews@gsvscc.org or by 
mail to:  7 Thompson Street, West Long Branch, NJ  07764. 
Prints will be returned promptly. 

 
Be sure to provide the pertinent facts!  

PHOTO TRIVIA ANSWER 
from the Spring, 2016 issue 

This issue’s Photo Trivia is a little different from the usual.  In-
stead of asking you to identify a person or a race car, we’re ask-
ing you to identify this location and, for extra credit, the subject 
and year. Of course, it’s somewhere in NJ.   
 
    As you may have guessed, this is none other than New Egypt Speed-
way undergoing reconstruction.  This photo was taken in February, 
1997 and shows the beginning stages of converting the track from as-
phalt to dirt. 
    Ft. Dix Speedway, as it was known originally, was built in 1946 as a ¼ 

mile dirt oval.  The track was paved in the early 1960s.   It was operated 

off-and-on, sometimes under NASCAR sanctioning, until it closed at the 
end of the 1996 season with John Blewett III as the final Modified track 
champion 
    Enter Rick Grosso, Sr. and family of Skillman, NJ, who bought the track 
in 1997 with the intention of turning it into a first-class dirt racing facility.  
Everything was replaced or improved, and a 1/3 mile clay oval was in-
stalled.  In 1998, motorsports promoters from all over the nation named 
New Egypt Speedway as “Most Outstanding Rehabilitation of a Speed-
way” during that year’s Daytona Speedweek ceremonies.  

     The rejuvenated facility’s opening day was held on April 4, 1998.  
Despite cold weather and the threat of rain, a capacity crowd filled the 
grandstands.  The very first car on the track was Street Stock racer Kenny 
Guyer (in a practice session).  In recognition of this, Promoter Andy Bel-
mont awarded Guyer the pole starting spot in the first feature, which he 
went on to win!  Other feature winners that night were Kenny Brightbill 
in the Modified division and Sportsman division driver Larry McVay, who 
went on to win the championship that year 
    In 2006, the facility was purchased by Bill Miscoski and Fred Vahlsing. 

Under their ownership, the track was reconfigured to its current 7/16 
mile D-shape.  Vahlsing became the sole owner in 2013. 
    From its humble beginnings in 1946 to today, New Egypt Speedway 
continues its great racing tradition of “Thunder in the Pines”.  Visit their 
website at www.newegyptspeedway.net to check out the 2016 sched-
ule. Thanks to Earl Krause and Pete Wortman for their contributions to 
this piece. 

WELCOME NEW CLUB MEMBER 
Michelle Moormann, driver of the #26 Late Model at Wall 

Stadium, is from Brooklawn, NJ. 
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CONDOLENCES 
to Tim Day, whose mother recently passed away. 

GET WELL WISHES 
Sue Malsbury 

Bill Morsch 
Terry Van 
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http://www.newegyptspeedway.net

