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Pioneer Driver and Builder Bob Rossell to Mod Hall of Fame

by Buffy Swanson, as published in

Area Auto Racing Newsé JU
New Jersey ace Bob Rossell, a pioneer driver and builder

of stock cars in the 0660s
2018 inductee into the Northeast Dirt
Modified Hall of Fame. Driver inductions
and special award ceremonies are sched
uled for
Thursday, July 26 at the Northeast Dirt
Modified Hall of Fame and Museum in
Weedsport, NY. That Saturday, Weedspor
Speedway will host its Super DIRTcar Serig
Hall of Fame 100.
Rossell began racing on the paved New
Egypt Speedway quarter-mile in 1958, in

Bob Rossell, All Sta
Racing League

an old Chevy coupe with an engine out of Driver
a junk pile. Working out of NES champion
Howar d 0Stubbybo St evens?d n ¢

along with his good friend Gil Hearne, Bob was just
getting going when the U.S. Air Force took him out of the
scene for a year in 1961.

When Rossell returned, he jumped back in with both
feet A barnstorming up and down the Eastern seaboard,
tagging along with the infa
ing his own with Ed Flemke, Dennis Zimmerman, Rene
Charland, Red Foote and the like. In a typical week, the
bunch would race Thursday at New Egypt, Friday at
Virginiads Southside Speedws
(VA) on Saturday, Marlboro (MD) on Sunday afternoon,
and back in New Jersey at Old Bridge on Sunday night.

Bobds big
include NA®BECA
| Battle of Bull Run at Old
Dominion in 1963, Wall
St adi u ndpGark® 0
§ State Classic (which he
won twice), Langhorne
qualifiers at Flemington
and Orange County Fair
Speedway (passing Will
Cagle for both of those
victories), five extra

Hertico Photo

Lebanon Valley

aand a ®0Oirmte timed -

distance special events at
East WindsorAdahd &6Dl
qualifier for Syracuse),

race on the 1-1/8 mile
Nazareth National big |-
track, where he beat the [#1
great Frankie Schneider|$%
on the last turn of the last
lap. After dominating the
1963 New Yorker 400 at

Victory Lane John Grady Photo

(continued)

GSVSCC meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday from January through November, 7:30 p.m. at the
West Long Branch Firehouse, Rt. 71 (Monmouth Road) and Cedar Ave. West Long Branch, NJ.
For directions call 732-330-8349 or go to www.gsvscc.org.

UticaRo me , Bobds win was protest
all eged Rossellds road buddy
across the line when he ran out of gas at the finish. Many
mont hs | ater, NASCAR awarded 1
six laps ahead when | ran out. And yeah, Rene pushed
me 6 , Bob acknowl edged wi t h a
b fair iy s hleadc otbhsattownacganvage,
Rossell was also a regular in the elite AlStar Racing
League, from 1967-71.
EAST WINDSOR SPEEDWAY He was racing for a ||V|ng
and loving it.
But he was also a much
sought fafters éar builderd d -
i and fabricator. Top
e R & drivers like Will Cagle,
. - Billy Osmun, Tommy
A @ orellis, Bda Rickalls Res
Pom | P13 ii // Wee Griffin, Leon
- Manchester and Bob
e e v [0reky. among  others
R gla ol,( a daM%gs Schaefer gftér win found SUCCG§S In Ross:ell
ning the 100 Jap Syracuse qualifier at] FACE€rs with their
East Windsor Speedway in 1972. signature square tubing.
Ace Lane, Sr. Photo Cagle ran Rossell cars
almost exclusively from
1965-72, arguably some of his best years racing in the
Northeast, and was quick to g
square tubing, they were light but they were solid. They
hel d up goodad, Cagle said.
downfiand both times | walked auw
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Although he did travel to Florida more than once to build cars for Cagle in the off -season,
and constructed a quartet of frames for car owner Ken Brenn, Rossell did not typically build

cars specifically for others. 0That was t t he
and then sell 6 emo, Bob explained his bus | . (
SALE. Then, when | was ready to sell the aped
It was a great existence until late July 1971, when Rossell was critically injured during an
All-Star event at Lebanon Valley.
OWe had been to Weedsport the night bef orgl spur
sitting in the infieldo, Bob recounted. l ey,
stopped sideways on the backstretch and was hit by Gil Hearne, Bobby Malzahn and Merv
Treichler. The i mpact drove Rossell ds rig rough
coupe for 40 minutes while rescue WorkersEg;SflglﬁC@;ngaﬁhgaggaerfree
while we were trying to bend the metal away from his leg, yet he never whimpered or Gsvsc%zhoto
groaned or | et on to anyone that he was sufferingo, sai
drivers on the scene. 0l 6ve never seen anyone with more
The initial assessment was that the mangled foot woul d
0The surgeon on call had just come back from Vietnam. F
this didndt faze him.o
2 Rossell was laid up in Albany Medical Cent e
g Corellis had become friendly with Bob, while running the Al St ar League. At
{li nsi stence, Bobo6s wife Carol stayed with the
car to get back and forth to the hospital, a
just completed a new race car prior to the accident, and afterwards he all but gave
Corellis that <car. OHe had built the car f
did for him when he was hurté, Tommy said.
fejc | ai ms was one of the Omost perfecto cars he
1 at Lebanon Valley. Walt Schwinning, in fact, used that same Rossell car as a template
when he started his chassis fabrication business.
Bl Tough and stubborn, Bob was back driving the
— . foll owing spring. By Ju i n t
?guast;ﬁ?#g’egfggﬁ atfrol_rgba:;?] circle.  According to Cagle, the extensive injuriesf
VaIIey,BobwavestothefansRossell_ SUffer_ed a_t the slow
who voted him WaHe sstibilumsg an it wide op e bac
Most Popular Driver in 1971. al ways right t her e. H e 0, (
Charles Taylor Photo marveled.
Although he did a handful of stints for car owners
(and won one of his Garden State Cl a$S==8 larney
never drove another car | was happy |Et°t’rPQ§SE”W"B@iWa”SFaq'“'i‘”'m y st
didnét feel good to me. They had to bR CHi Badl n@Veac phowd|.
The powerplants, however, were another story. 0Al I t
storebought motor 6, Rossel |l said of the 427 c.i.d. Chevys
my racing career. I wouldndt say | couldnét have done i
Rossell never officially retiredfi o | put the car on the trailer after a rou
it @ fbdit wént on to a second career, building sulkies for Standardbred horses for more than a decade.
OWhatever | di d, I al ways knew where | fité, Bob finall\
below the line. | was right there. 6 He continued the thought: o0racing fc
about keeping the car together and making moneyé6, Bob coc
b

t hird. Because, on whatever night that was, thatoés pro

Bob Rossell signs autographs at
the GSVSCC Hall of Fame Night at
Wall Stadium in 2017.

L. Cooper Photo

Rossell was inducted into Bob Rossell in 2016
the GSVSCC Hall of Fame Jack Kromer Photo
in 2003. Ace Lane, Jr. Photo
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MODIFIED REUNION
Does anyone look forward to winter? They do if they attend the Modified Reunions held at New
Smyrna Speedway during Speedweek! This yearos
more than 300 attendees, who each received one ticket to the Evans Memorial race held that
night. Over 40 vintage race cars were on display. Some Modified notables in attendance this
year were: Dick Berggren, Frank Cozze, Gary Gollub, Billy Harmon, Gil Hearne, Jimmy Maguirg
Ray Miller, and Greg Sacks. Organizer Geoff Yoder reported that it was a great day. From nooi
until 5:00 p.m. fans, racers, promoters and others gathered in small groups to talk about the
good old days, renew acquaintances, tell stories and have some laughs. The event wag
sponsored by the Living Legends of Auto Racing club in Daytona. No doubt there are plans for
the 2019 event. If you are interested in attending and need more information, contact Linda
Cooper. Here are some photos from this yeafds




